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H a p p y S a i n t P at r i c k ’ s D ay
Good Luck to You

and

by Joseph Kirchner
Dating back to
approximately the ninth or
tenth century, people in Ireland
have observed the feast day of
Saint Patrick on March 17,
since Saint Patrick is believed to
have died on this date back in 461.
Interestingly, the first parade to
honor St. Patrick’s Day took place
not in Ireland, but in the United
States, way back in 1762. Today,
people of all backgrounds celebrate
St. Patrick’s Day. The mythology
surrounding Saint Patrick has
become ingrained not just in Irish
culture, but all over the world.
Perhaps the most well-known
legend of Saint Patrick is that the
saint explained the Holy Trinity
using the three leaves of a native
Irish clover: the shamrock. Adherents
of St. Patrick (the patron saint of
Ireland) adopted the four-leaf clover
as a symbol of Irish luck due to the
fact that clovers are abundant in the
hills of Ireland. A very old Irish verse
describes why: “One leaf is for fame,
and one leaf is for wealth, and one is
for a faithful lover, and one to bring
you glorious health, and all are in
the four-leafed clover.” The four-leaf
clover is only but one of the many
“good luck charms” that are woven
into every culture. We love our good

luck charms and superstitions!
Many good luck charms and
superstitions relate to animals.
Crickets are considered good luck
in Asia. Ladybugs are considered
good luck. A ladybug in your house
means you will soon find money, and
if a ladybug lands on you, you have
received good luck. Dolphins are
considered lucky in many different
cultures, including the ancient cultures
of Greece, Egypt, and Rome. Tortoises
are considered a good luck symbol
in Feng-Shui decorating. Tigers are
considered lucky in Chinese astrology,
and elephants are widely-considered
good luck in most cultures. Pigs are
considered a symbol of good luck in
Germanic cultures, a sentiment shared
by Jaime Andrew of Emmitsburg. She
has kept a small stuffed pig, given to
her by her daughter, hanging from
the rear view mirror in her car for the
past ten years!
However, it seems that not all
animals are considered lucky. Brenda
Sites of Emmitsburg makes sure to
make the sign of the cross on her
windshield whenever a black cat
crosses her path.
Of course, in addition to animals,
many objects—like the previously
mentioned four-leaf clover—are
considered to be good luck. In Norse
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culture, both the acorn and its bearer,
the oak tree, bring good fortune.
Rainbows are considered lucky,
because we all know that if we find
the end of the rainbow, we will find a
pot of gold. Horseshoes are thought
to bring good fortune when they are
hung on the wall of a home or above
a doorway. The “lucky rabbit charm”
was incorporated into American
culture by African slaves who were
brought to the Americas. Barnstars
(prevalent in these parts) bring good
luck, and nautical stars are thought
to provide guidance and bring good
fortune to sailors.
No discussion of good luck charms
or superstitions would be complete
without mentioning lucky/unlucky
numbers. The number seven is widely
considered to bring good luck, and
is considered a “perfect number” in
Christian circles. The number eight
(which sounds like the Chinese word
for “fortune”) is considered good luck
in Chinese culture. And most of us
have heard that the number thirteen is
considered unlucky; some hotels don’t
even have a thirteenth floor. And, of
course, we all know about “Friday
the thirteenth.” However, one man I
spoke to told me that he bowled his
high game on lane thirteen and that
three times he lived at addresses of

“113,” so it seems the number
thirteen is good luck for him.
Apparently, we possess a nearly
infinite number of superstitions.
For example, if you blow out all
of the candles on your birthday
cake with the first breath, you will
get whatever you wish for (I hope
so!), and, likewise, if you make
a wish when you see a falling
star. Athletes and sports fans are
notoriously superstitious. I know a
serious (very serious) Redskin fan
whose family absolutely prohibits
his daughter from watching any
“Skins” games with them, because
every time she has in the past, the
team made terrible mistakes. Some
intrepid folks, like Dr. Michael
Hargadon of Emmitsburg, create
their own superstitions. It seems he
had to give an important political
speech and was quite nervous
about it. Remembering being at
the shore and how relaxed he felt
with his feet in the sand, he decided
(ingeniously) to put sand in his
shoes before his speech to feel more
relaxed, and the speech was a great
success.
In closing, on St. Patrick’s
Day (and beyond), I wish all of
you the Luck o’ the Irish and
sand in your shoe!
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From the Publisher
Dear Reader:
First, I’d like to give a special thank you to my mother. She helps with this
newspaper as a volunteer. Each month, she and her sister, Joan Fry, contribute,
distribute, proofread, tell me people’s names, and research at my beck and call. Last
month, unknown to me, she enlisted help for our flier-stuffing party for the last issue.
She summoned her brother, Jim Bittner, at daybreak. He then, also unknown to me,
enlisted the help of his friend, Peggy Elgin, to help as well. To top it all off, Uncle Jim
showed up with some pot pie and cole slaw for all of us. These people are just plain
sneaky, sneaky, sneaky—in a good way. Thanks for all you do!
In the mission of publishing a good news newspaper, it is our intent to showcase and
celebrate all of the good things that take place in our communities. But, have you ever
wondered why you often see some of the same organizations repeatedly represented
with stories in The Catoctin Banner Newspaper month after month? It’s because they
send in their good news—consistently. We’d love to send someone to every newsworthy
activity, event, or request. But, we can’t do that all by ourselves because, honestly, we’d
go out of business—fast. Thus, we rely heavily on community members to share their
news and many do. You are invited to do the same.
This month, we will weave between seasons. As I said last month, I like seasons
to act like seasons. But my “Deb calendar” defines winter as December, January, and
February. Those months are done, so if you ask me, it’s spring! Enjoy! Have some green
beer and a lucky charm!
As always, I urge you to patronize the advertisers who reach out to you through The
Catoctin Banner. Our mission would not be possible without their support.
					—Deb Spalding, Publisher

Happy St. Patrick’s Day!
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town hall reports
by Michele Cuseo

Thurmont

February 2014
Town Electrical Upgrade
The town of Thurmont will install
a secondary feed line to their electric
substation in June 2014. The purpose
of the secondary feed line is to
prevent loss of power when the initial
power line is lost. This service will
only serve the citizens of Thurmont.
Annual Business Expo in March
The 10th Annual Thurmont
Business Expo will be held on
Friday evening, March 21, 2014, at
Catoctin High School. Citizens can
learn what businesses and services
are available in our local area, and
local businesses can market their
services and products to the public.
For more information, call Diane
Stull at 301-271-7565.
Lions Club Scholarships Available for
Local Students

SENIOR TAX CREDIT SEMINAR
Come and ﬁnd out
if you qualify!

Tuesday, March 4, 2014
Starting at 1:30 p.m.
Presentation by Diane Fox,
Director of Frederick County
Treasury Department

Get Signed up! Thurmont Senior Center
(301) 271-7911 • 806 E Main St. • Thurmont, MD 21788

Lion’s Club Scholarships: A
total of three $1,000 scholarships
will be awarded to graduating
Catoctin High School Seniors or
any student of a graduating state
accredited home-schooled program
on May 14, 2014. The due date
for scholarship application is April
1. These scholarships are awarded
competitively based on academic
achievement, participation in
activities, and financial need. Go
to www.thurmontlionsclub.com to
access the application/information.
New Chief Administrative Officer
Hired
The town of Thurmont chose
Jim Humerick to fill the position
of Chief Administrative Officer.
Humerick beat out forty other
applicants. His background includes
working for the Maryland Capitol
Parks and Planning Commission and
other administrative management
positions. The Chief Administrative
Officer is responsible for running the
day-to-day operations of the town.

View the Town of Thurmont’s
website at www.thurmont.com or
call the town office at 301-271-7313
for more information.

Emmitsburg

February 2014
Floodplain Management
Town Mayor and Commissioners
are consulting with state officials
of the Department of Natural
Resources to discuss finding a
solution to the flooding issue in the
Flat Run area of Emmitsburg. The
flooding affects the areas of Emmit
Gardens, North Gate, and east end
of DePaul Street. State officials
recommended applying for grants
to help pay for any solution to the
flash flooding issues. Another idea
proposed was to include a walking
trail along the creek area, much
like Frederick City’s Carroll Creek
promenade.
Town Square Plans
A packed house of citizens and
town officials met on February
19, 2014, to review the proposed
plans to modify the town square
area. Discussion surrounded
beautification, safety, parking, lights,
construction, grants, and budgeting
for the change to the town square
area. The town is required to
work with the State Highway
Administration to coordinate the
change. The town council will
need to review and approve the
plan before submitting the plan
to the State. Citizen input and
participation has been encouraged
by the town officials. To review
the proposed design and plan go to
www.townofemmitsburg.com.
For more information about the
Town of Emmitsburg, log onto
www.emmitsburgmd.gov or call
301-600-6300.

Permanent Drug Drop-Off Box at Thurmont
Police Department

The Thurmont Police Department has a permanent drug drop-off box in the
front lobby. The lobby is open Monday through Friday, from 8:00 a.m.-4:00
p.m.
The following is a list of what is accepted for drop off and what is
prohibited. Acceptable items: prescription medicines, over-the-counter
medicines, medical samples, pet medications, medicated ointments, and lotions;
Not acceptable: thermometers, IV bags, infectious waste, business medical
waste, syringes, oxygen tanks, blood products.
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Play Our Games
Each month, you’re invited to participate in our Where Am I? Photo
Contest and Hidden Object Game. The winners of each game are announced
in the next issue of The Catoctin Banner Newspaper. Winners are given a gift
certificate to the advertiser of their choice. To participate, call 240-288-0108
or email news@thecatoctinbanner.com to record your guesses by the 15th
of each month. Please don’t forget to spell your name and leave your phone
number.

Dha Dental

Dentistry Services include:
General Diagnostics

Where Am I? Photo Contest
For the “Where
Am I?” Photo
Contest, take a look
at the photo to the
right and tell us where
it was taken (you
might even know
who is pictured).
It is somewhere
in or around our
Northern Frederick
County Area, which
is defined as Rocky
Ridge to Cascade
and Lewistown to
Emmitsburg, Foxville
to Creagerstown, and everywhere around and in-between.
Last month’s “Where Am I?” photo was taken at the former C. A. Harner
Grocery store that was located in what is now the main dining room of The
Ott House in Emmitsburg. Last month’s winner is Alice Boyle.

Hidden Object Game
Last month’s Hidden Object was a smiling cell phone character with green
gloves and green shoes. It was located on page 5 in the E Plus Copy Center
advertisement. The winner of the Hidden Object Game is Erin Birkmire. If the
winner has not been contacted, please contact us to claim your prize.
This month’s Hidden Object is a rainbow-colored fish with bubbles coming
out of its mouth.

If you see your name listed as a winner, please email us at
news@thecatoctinbanner.com with your name, address, and the name of the
advertiser from which you would like your gift certificate, and we will send you
your prize! If you do not have access to email, please call us at 240-288-0108
and leave us a message with the above information. Thank you.

Patronize

The Catoctin

Our

Advertisers!

The Catoctin Banner exists due to the
advertising support of those featured in each
issue.
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Specialist Referrals

Schedule your Appt. Today!





301-271-2247




MarchManicure
Special
French

$10 Manicure
$12

Street
in

13 Water
Thurmont

on,

Mike Hargad
DDS

Dha Dental
now has newly
extended
hours on
Wednesday
Evenings &
Saturdays!

301-447-3585

9 East Main Street
Emmitsburg, MD 21727
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A r o u n d town
The Rock and Roll Relics Return To
Emmitsburg

On March 29, 2014, from 8:00 p.m.-midnight, the Emmitsburg Lions Club
will sponsor an evening of music and dancing at the Emmitsburg Ambulance
facility, located on Creamery Road. Highlighting the evening will be the great
sounds of the Rock and Roll Relics band. The cost of tickets are $15.00 if
purchased in advance, and $20.00 if purchased at the door.
View their advertisement on page 28 for more information.

Senior Tax Credit Seminar

Find out if you qualify for a senior tax credit on Tuesday, March 4, 2014,
at the Thurmont Senior Center. There will be a presentation by Diane Fox,
Director of Frederick County Treasury Department. The seminar starts at 1:30
p.m.
View their advertisement on page 4 for more information.

Graceham Fire Company Indoor/Outdoor
Yard Sale

On March 22-23, 2014, Graceham Volunteer Fire Company will be holding
an Indoor/Outdoor Yard Sale, from 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. Graceham Fire Station
is located at 14026 Graceham Road in Thurmont.
View their advertisement on page 5 for more information.

Take-A-Tour Tuesday at MSS

Take a guided tour at Mother Seton School (MSS) in Emmitsburg on March
4, March 18, and March 25, 2014. The tour times are 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
and 7:00-8:00 p.m.
View their advertisement on page 34 for more information.

Pancake Dinner to Support the
Alzheimer’s Association

HeartFields Assisted Living at Frederick is holding a Make a Difference
on Mardi Gras Pancake Dinner to support the Alzheimer’s Association on
Tuesday, March 4, 2014. The event will be held at HeartFields Assisted Living,
located at 1820 Latham Drive in Frederick, Maryland, at 5:00 p.m. The cost is
$5.00 (RSVP to 301-663-8800 by February 28).
View their advertisement on page 15 for more information and to find out
how you can donate to the Alzheimer’s Association.

Spring Shopping Bazaar

The Woodsboro American Legion Auxiliary is holding a Spring Shopping
Bazaar on Sunday, April 6, 2014, from 11:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. The Bazaar
features over forty vendors, along with raffles and door prizes.
View their advertisement on page 28 for more information.

5th Annual His Place Car Show

The 5th annual His Place Car Show will take place on Saturday, May 3,
2014, at Mother Seton School in Emmitsburg. Registration will be from 8:00
a.m.-12:00 p.m., judging from 12:00-2:00 p.m., and awards at 3:00 p.m. Entry
fee is $15.00 at door; $12.00 pre-registration. Flea Market spaces available.
View their advertisement on page 9 for more information.

All You Can Eat Italian Night

Rocky Ridge Fire Company is holding an Italian Night on Friday, April 4,
2014, from 5:00-8:00 p.m. All you can eat Spaghetti, pizza, salad, and more!
Proceeds benefit Rocky Ridge Junior Fire Company.
View their advertisement on page 31 for more information.

Rocky Ridge Cash Bingo

The Rocky Ridge Volunteer Fire Company will be holding a Cash Bingo on
Sunday, May 4, 2014, featuring twenty regular games and two special games,
jackpots, door prizes, and more. Tickets are $20.00 in advance or $25.00 at
the door.
View their advertisement on page 17 for more information.

10th Annual Thurmont Business Expo

The annual Thurmont Business Expo will be held at Catoctin High
School on Friday, March 21, 2014, from 6:00-8:30 p.m. Come on out and
support Thurmont businesses. For more information, contact Diana Stull at
dianasbeautyparlor@yahoo.com or 301-271-7565.
View their advertisement on page 5 for more information.

2014 Celtic Concert

Don’t miss the popular Celtic Concert on Monday, March 17, 2014, at the
Marion Burk Knott Auditorium at Mount St. Mary’s University in Emmitsburg
(on the west side of US 15). Seating begins at 6:30. Admission and parking are
free. The concert features Lúnasa, a world-renowned Irish instrumental band.
Tickets are required for entry. Pick up your free tickets in advance at Thurmont
and Emmitsburg libraries beginning March 1.
View their advertisement on page 29 for more information.

EVAC Bingo Bash

You won’t want to miss Bingo Bash on March 8, 2014, at the Emmitsburg
Volunteer Ambulance Company (EVAC), located at 17701 Creamery Road
in Emmitsburg. Bingo features 22 games (paying $250 each), three big
jackpots, and a meal. Doors will open at 4:00 p.m. Games will begin at 7:00
p.m. Tickets are $35.00 in advance or $45.00 at the door. Tickets must be
purchased by March 1 to be entered to win $100 cash!
View their advertisement on page 4 for more information.

MSS Coach & Vera Bradley Bingo

Mother Seton School (MSS) will be holding a Coach & Vera Bradley Bingo
on Saturday, March 29, 2014. Doors open at 5:30 p.m., with games starting at
7:00 p.m. The Bingo features specials, raffles, door prizes, and more! Tickets
are $20.00 in advance or $25.00 at the door.
View their advertisement on page 19 for more information.

Mark Your Calendars Now for the Annual
Spring Fling

The Vigilant Hose Company’s Annual Spring Fling will be held on Saturday,
May 17, 2014, at Mount St. Mary’s University Echo Field in Emmitsburg. This
annual event features horseshoes, great food, live music, 50/50 tip jars, and
much more! Tickets are $60.00 each, which are good for two people.
View their advertisement on page 15 for more information and to find out
where you can get your tickets for this family-fun event!

Check the Community Calendar on Page 39
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B u s i n e s s news
The Palms Restaurant Sponsors 8th Grade
Catoctin Boys Basketball Team

The Varsity Mid Maryland 8th Grade Catoctin Boys Basketball
Team received a generous $150 sponsorship from The Palms Restaurant
in Emmitsburg. Terry Ryder and Doug Long, owners and residents of
Emmitsburg, presented the check. The Palms Restaurant, located off the
square in Emmitsburg, is open Wednesday through Saturday, 7:30 a.m.9:00 p.m., and Sundays, serving breakfast only, 7:30-11:30 a.m. Stop by
The Palms Restaurant to check out their daily lunch and dinner specials or
enjoy a homemade soup or desert. For more information, contact The Palms
Restaurant at 301-447-3689.

Courtesy Photo

Pictured from left are: (Back Row) Coach Jim Weddle, Gavin Palmer, Bradley Tyner, Noah Wivell,
Dylan Reid, J.C. McMannis, Conner Orndorf, Doug Long, Terry Ryder, and Coach Brian Burdette;
(Front Row) Joey Fogel, Brandon Morgan, Ryan Fisher, Connor Cramer, and Nathan Rednowers.

At Home Primitives Now Open
by Carie Stafford

Photo by Carie Stafford

Primitive is
characterized by
simplicity or simple
by design, which is
the perfect definition
of the style in the new
At Home Primitives
store in Thurmont. At
Home Primitives is a
store specializing in
country primitive-style
home décor, handcrafted wood furniture,
hand-sewn treasures,
Brenda and John Seiss are shown standing in their new store,
table-top arrangements,
At Home Primitives.
repurposed one-of-aof what they do will make you feel at
kinds, and much more.
home.
John and Brenda Seiss of
If you’re looking to rid your home
Graceham, and long-time members
of unwanted household items such
of the Thurmont community, have
as decorations—or good ole’ junk—
been crafting gifts for family and
without the hassle of setting up a
friends for over twenty years. The
yard sale, call or take it by the shop
gifts were unique and appreciated,
and let Brenda’s imagination work
so the recipients suggested the couple
for you. If she is able to transform or
grow their hobby into a business.
repurpose it, she’ll make you an offer.
Now with years of craft shows and
Along with offering their own
consignments under their belt, and
crafted items, their goal for the shop
their two children making their way
is to consign antiques of the primitive
into adulthood, they have ventured
nature, provide other craft items,
on their own to open the store.
and provide those hard-to-find craft
They thoroughly enjoy bringing
supplies that are not available in bigtheir customers something special.
box chain stores. If you are interested
Their goal is to help their customers
in consigning, please call.
turn their place of dwelling into
At Home Primitives is located
a warm and cozy home of which
in the Gateway Market complex
they are proud. Custom requests
(on the left side when facing the
are especially welcome, so they can
building), at 14802 N Franklinville
provide what suits specific needs and
Road in Thurmont. Phone: 301wants.
271-2524. Hours: Monday–Closed;
Are you looking for something
Tuesday-Thursday, 11:00 a.m.-5:00
particular and can’t seem to find
p.m.; Friday and Saturday, 11:00
it? Are you considering having
a.m.-7:00 p.m.; and Sunday, noonsomething made and want a special
5:00 p.m. (hours subject to change
character to it that you cannot find
with the seasons). Visit them on
in the regular retail stores? Stop by
Facebook at www.facebook.com/
and see what John and Brenda can
AtHomePrimitives.
do for you. Their genuine enjoyment
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Commodore Recording Studio
by Joseph Kirchner
In October 2013, Doug Benson
(a professional recording engineer
and musician) opened Commodore
Recording Studio in Thurmont, the
capstone achievement of twenty
years of service in the Catoctin
area. Back in 1992, Doug opened
Harvest Recording, a two-room
studio that he ran successfully for
ten years, engineering and producing
over one-hundred independent CD
releases, and establishing a loyal
client base. He moved the studio
in 2003 and changed the name to
Catoctin Mountain Recording.
Known internationally for his audio
restoration/remastering work, Doug
has also taught college-level music
courses, worked as a full-time
musician and a videographer, and
gained extensive experience in all
aspects of arranging, recording, and
music production.
Commodore Recording Studio
is the fruit of over thirty years of
experience. The studio provides
an affordable, professional
environment that is both comfortable
and performance-friendly. First,
Commodore’s unusually shaped
recording rooms are designed
specifically with sound in mind. From

the symmetricallybut most
splayed walls and
importantly
ceiling of the control
Doug brings
room to the nonto the table
parallel surfaces
over thirty
of the live room (a
years of
spacious 390 square
recording
feet) and booths,
experience
the wonderful
that no
acoustics inspire
amount of
great performances
equipment
and facilitate more
could make
accurate playback.
up for. He
The floor plan
offers a
accommodates a 30
full range
square ft. vocal/amp
of services,
booth, a 68 square
including
ft. drum/vocal room
audio
Photo by Jospeh Kirchner recording
with gorgeous
Doug Benson, owner of Commodore Recording
vintage Vistalite
(both
Studio in Thurmont.
kit, a 170 square ft.
standard
control room with
and multiNeumann monitors and reclining
track), on-location recording of live
sofa and the expansive live room,
and session-style events, excellent
featuring a 12’ ceiling, oak floor and
mixing, editing and mastering,
Yamaha grand piano. In addition,
transfer of material from obsolete
Doug provides a separate lounge
formats to digital, voice-over work
area with cable TV and a rehearsal
and commercial production, MIDI
piano. This beautiful, comfortable
track production and sequencing,
environment will inspire musicians to
custom song arrangements and
produce their best recordings!
CD/DVD replication. In addition,
The facilities are top-notch,
Commodore offers world-class

audio restoration; historical and
family heirloom recordings can be
digitized, cleaned and enhanced with
remarkable clarity. Many people
own records and magnetic tapes that
have degraded just from being stored,
and Commodore has the expertise
to rescue them while they’re still
playable.
Commodore Recording Studio
offers an affordable mid-ground
option between “budget” recording
studios and ultra-studios. Doug
provides a world of expertise and
great equipment in a comfortable,
performance-friendly environment
that assures great recordings.
Commodore’s rates are very
reasonable as well. For your
recording or audio restoration needs,
call Commodore first.
Commodore Recording Studio is
located at 204 East Main Street in
Thurmont. Phone: 301-271-2435;
Web: www.commodorestudio.com.
Also find Doug on Facebook.
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Serving Northern Frederick County,
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Is it Spring Yet?

Get Your Lawn & Garden Supplies Now!

Lime • Fertilizer • Grass Seed
Onion Sets • Seed Envelopes
Common Garden Seeds in Bulk
... and more!!!

Thurmont Feed Store, LLC

-OPENM-F 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Sat 8 a.m. - 12 p.m.

301-271-7321 • 36 Walnut Street, Thurmont MD
www. bakertreeservices.com

MD Tree Expert Lic. #904 • ISA Cert # MA- 4258A

Baker

Tree
Tree Services,
Services, Inc.
Inc.
Eric Baker - Owner

Thurmont, MD • 1.800.383.4595 • Licensed & Insured

** Flea Market Spaces Available!
Preregister for a 4x8 table for $10 or $12 at the door.

**First 10 cars that register get a
FREE Crabcake Sandwich!
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C o m m u n i t y news
Jim Humerick Hired as Thurmont Chief
Administrative Officer
by James Rada, Jr.
Thurmont resident Jim Humerick
will now be running the day-to-day
operations of Thurmont as the new
chief administrative officer.
Mayor John Kinnaird expressed
that he expects Humerick to fill the
position with skill and dedication,
just like the other chief administrative
officer and town clerks who have
come before him.
“Jim’s a good guy,” Kinnaird
said. “He’s a hard worker and
he’ll do a good job for the town of
Thurmont. He lives in Thurmont.
He understands what life is like in
Thurmont, and he’ll offer an honest
and caring ear to listen to people
when they come in.”
Kinnaird said that he was
impressed with Humerick’s experience
with budgets, grants, and personnel.
More than forty applications—
including five from Thurmont
residents—were received throughout
the region from people interested in
filling the position.
Humerick worked for the
Maryland National Capitol Parks

Recognition of Service

Recently, Tom’s Creek
United Methodist Church
in Emmitsburg, under the
leadership of Pastor Timothy
Kromer (pictured right),
honored Ernest Staub,
a member since the late
1970s (pictured left), for his
dedication and service to his
church—extraordinary service
given in many, many ways.

and Planning, which is funded by
Montgomery and Prince George’s
counties. He worked there twentyeight years and served as a regional
operations manager and an
administrative manager. Prior to that,
he worked for Frederick County
government for a short time. “I’m
actually going to be retiring to come
to work for Thurmont,” stated
Humerick.
Humerick was hired to fill the
position left open when Bill Blakeslee
left the position in October 2013.
Blakeslee ran an unsuccessful
campaign to be a town commissioner.
Humerick said that he will start
off in his new job observing and
learning how things work in the
town’s operations. He has done
some of that already and noted, “I’m
impressed with the efficiency and
effectiveness of the town staff. My
goal is to not get in their way and
help them continue their high-quality
work.”
Humerick began his new position
on February 24, 2014.

Emmitsburg Lions Club Celebrates Charter
Night

Courtesy Photos

On January 31, 2014, the Emmitsburg
Lions Club held its annual Charter Night event
at the Carriage House Inn in Emmitsburg. In
attendance—in addition to Emmitsburg Club
members—were District 22W Governor Kent
Eitemiller and several other past and present
Lions Club dignitaries. Highlights of the
evening were the renewal of the Club’s charter
and the announcement of Lion Bill Wivell
as recipient of the Emmitsburg Lions Clubs
“2013 Lion of the Year” award.
Pictured are Bill Wivell (left) and District
22W Governor Kent Eitemiller (right).

Also during the event,
three new members were
officially inducted into
the Club. Overseeing the
induction of Lion Rachel
Wivell, Lion Jennifer Joy,
and Lion Pat Joy was
Lions Club District 22W
Governor Kent Eitemiller.
In addition to welcoming
the new Lions, the
Pictured from left are Rachel Wivell, Bill Wivel, District 22W
District Governor also
Governor Kent Eitemiller, Emmitsburg Club President Cliff
thanked their sponsors
Sweeney, Jennifer Joy, and Pat Joy.
for helping the Club to
grow by sharing the Lions story with others, as well as through their personal
service to the community.

50th Wedding Anniversary Celebration

On February 15, 2014, Luke and Judy Humerick celebrated their 50th
Anniversary with friends and family at the Thurmont Activities Building.
Pictured (below) are five generations of the Humerick Family.

Courtesy Photo

Photo by Grace Eyler
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Norman Shriver, Jr. Receives Thurmont Grange Community
Citizen Award
The evening of January 27,
2014, was one of celebration by
the Thurmont Grange, as they
announced the recipient of their
annual Community Citizen Award.
Norman Shriver, Jr. of Shriver Meats
in Emmitsburg was the recipient of
this award. Shriver Meats is well
known for quality beef throughout
Maryland and neighboring states.
They harvest corn, barley, and hay,
and raise beef cattle.
Mr. Shriver graduated from
Emmitsburg High School in 1959.
While in high school, he enjoyed
playing soccer and basketball and
also participated in FFA. He was
president of his school’s FFA his
senior year. He married Sandy
Pittinger, and they recently celebrated
their 51st wedding anniversary.
They have three children and four
grandchildren. Mr. Shriver gives
credit to Mr. Walter Simpson as
the person responsible for sparking
his interest in the meat processing
business. Mr. Simpson asked Norman
to help him part-time in 1963, and
Norman started his own business in
1964 in a summer house.
In his first year in business, he
processed fifty cattle. The Shrivers
built a processing and packaging
facility on the farm in 1975. Today,
they process 1,600 cattle per year,
which includes slaughtering, cutting,
wrapping, and freezing. The Shriver
Meats have several dedicated
employees who, along with their
son David, have many years of meat
processing experience. The Shriver’s
grandchildren also work on the farm
and in the facility. The Shriver family
has often happily assisted our local
community, schools, and agricultural
programs.
During the Thurmont Grange
Banquet, Bob Wiles, Cliff Stewart,
Bill Powell, and Jacob Shriver (Mr.
Shriver’s grandson), spoke about
Mr. Shriver and lightly “roasted”

(left)
Grange Membership Awards
Pictured from left are Jane
Savage, Peggy Royer, Rodman
Myers, and Roger Troxell.

(below)
Grange Community Citizen
Award
Pictured from left are Helen
Troxell, Barb Maley, Sandy
Shriver, Jacob Shriver, Norman
Shriver III, Norman Shriver, Jr.,
and Bob Wiles.
Courtesy Photos

him. Bob Wiles spoke highly of Mr.
Shriver as a neighbor, supporter of
FFA, and businessman; Bill Powell
shared a humorous encounter that
he had with him; Cliff Stewart
spoke highly of Mr. Shriver as a
neighbor, supporter of FFA, and
business owner; and grandson,
Jacob Shriver, said that he and his
sister, Elizabeth, have been blessed
with agriculture in their lives as
third generation farmers. Jacob
added that he looks forward to
carrying on the family tradition of
providing quality services for the
customer.

Mr. Shriver and his wife, Sandy,
both expressed appreciation at being
recognized. Each referenced their
loyal family—which includes Shriver
Meats’ long-standing employees—for
the success they’ve had.
Also during the banquet, members
shared letters from community
members expressing thanks and
appreciation. Thurmont Grange
membership awards were presented
by Grange Master Rodman Myers
to: Peggy Royer with 50 years, Roger
Troxell with 40 years, Dallas McNair
with 55 years, and Marie McNair
with 55 years.
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Rocky Ridge 4-H Club Community Service
The Rocky Ridge 4-H Club’s
community service for January
2014 was to serve the Rocky Ridge
Volunteer firemen at their annual
banquet. The banquet was held on
January 23, 2014, at the Rocky
Ridge firemen’s activity center in
Rocky Ridge, Maryland.
This was a big evening, as the
Club served over 150 people, with
the 4-H members’ families assisting.
Patty Kerns was in charge of the
kitchen for the evening.

The 4-H’ers who helped serve
were: Stacie Burst, Nikita Miller,
Brandon Benitez, Megan Millison,
Brittni Brown, Kaitlyn Neff, Wesley
Brown, Austin Ridenour, Taylor
Clarke, Lauren Schur, Addison
Eyler, Margo Sweeney, BreAnn
Fields, Payton & Kelsey Troxell,
Ashley Lescalleet, Kolton & Brayden
Whetzel, Logan Long, Ashley &
Justin McAfee, and Dakota Bittner.
Courtesy Photo

NUSBAUM &
OTT, INC.
Painting Contractors
Wall Coverings
MHIC #221
Westminster: 410-848-8543
Fax: 301-447-2779
Emmitsburg: 301-447-6517
P.O. Box 475
262 E. Green Street
Westminster, MD 21157 Emmitsburg, MD 21727
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Rocky Ridge Volunteer Fire Company Holds Annual Banquet
The Rocky Ridge Volunteer
Fire Company, Inc. held its annual
Awards Banquet on January 23,
2014, at the Rocky Ridge firemen’s
activity center in Rocky Ridge,
Maryland.
Various fire companies
from around the county sent
representatives as guests. Members of
the Rocky Ridge 4-H Club served the
banquet. The Master of Ceremonies
was Company President, Dale
Kline. Chief Alan Hurley presented
awards to the top 10 responders and
introduced his line officers for the
year.

Top 10 Responders
1. Leon “Buddy” Stover Jr., with
101 calls; 2. Christina Hurley; 3.
Alan Hurley; 4. Matt Moser; 5.
Kevin Albaugh; 6. Bonnie Hurley;
7. Luke Humerick; 8. John Reese; 9.
Jim Rice; 10. Donnie Kaas.

2014 Officers
Administrative Officers include:
President, Dale Kline; Vice President,
Dennis Mathias; Secretary, Paulette
Mathias; Assistant Secretary, Melissa
Mathias; Treasurer, Bun Wivell;
Assistant Treasurer, Heather Mathias;
Directors: Robert Eyler, Ronnie Eyler,
Jamison Mathias, Andrew Mathias,
Donnie Kaas, Charlie Riggs, and
Alan Brauer.
Awards
The Honor Member of the Year
was awarded to Leon “Buddy”
Stover, Jr. The President’s Award was
presented to the Rocky Ridge 4-H.
The Charles Mumma Firefighter
of the Year Award was presented
to Captain Kevin Albaugh, and the
Robert Albaugh Volunteer of the Year
Award was given to Christina Hurley.
The Ladies Auxiliary presented a
check to the Fire Company in the
amount of $13,000. Junior member of
the year was Josie Kaas.

Rocky Ridge Administrative Officers
Pictured from left are Jamison Mathias (Director), Melissa Mathias (Asst. Secretary), Heather
Mathias (Asst. Treasurer), Andrew Mathias (Director), Donnie Kaas (Director), Charlie Riggs
(Director), Dale Kline (President), Denny Mathias (Vice President), and Paulette Mathias
(Secretary). Not pictured: Directors, Robert Eyler, Ronnie Eyler, and Alan Brauer; Treasurer,
Bun Wivell.

Photos by Danielle Hoff

Rocky Ridge Ladies Auxiliary
Pictured from left are Patt Riggs, Nancy Baker, Betty Ann Mumma, Nancy Summers, Betty Lee
Mumma, and Emily Grant.

Rocky Ridge Junior Firefighters
Pictured from left are Josie Kaas, Kelly Kaas, Sadie Finnyfrock, Kelsey Mathias,
Breezy Combs, Robert Albaugh.

Looking for Something Fun to Do?
Check the Community Calendar on page 39.
120 FREDERICK ROAD
SUITE D
THURMONT
301.271.9230

www.amberhillpt.com

Proudly Serving
Frederick for 27 Years

Frederick

301.663.1157

Damascus

301.253.0896

Jefferson

301.473.5900

Urbana

240.529.0175

Our Knowledge & Experience Will Get You Back to
Enjoying Life!








Orthopedic, sports, automobile, and work injuries
New patients evaluated within 24hours
In-network with most insurance companies
Pediatric Physical, Occupational and Speech*
Therapy Services
Private treatment rooms
Early morning, evening and Saturday hours
Owned and operated by Donald J. Novak, PT, DPT
*Speech therapy provided by Frederick Pediatric Therapy,
LLC at the Frederick location
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Smoke on the Mountain Comes to Thurmont in April
Courtesy Photo
Hold onto your seats because the
Thurmont Thespians are preparing for a
rousing Saturday Night Gospel Sing with
their latest production of Smoke on the
Mountain, set to be performed the first two
weekends in April at the American Legion in
Thurmont.
Smoke on the Mountain is set in North
Carolina’s Smoky Mountains in 1938,
and tells the story of the Sanders family, a
traveling bluegrass group, who are enlisted by
the local pastor to bring his tiny congregation
into “the modern world.” Between songs,
each family member tells a story about an
important event in their life, often revealing
their true and hilariously imperfect natures.
Continuing the Thurmont Thespians
Smoke on the Mountain cast (from left): Anna Perry, Joshua Flanick, Travis Sanders, Lori
mission of bringing all aspects of community
Hockley, Norman Gibat, Steve Hess, and Annabelle Perry, (front) Matt Albright, Musical
theatre to Thurmont, Smoke on the
Director.
Mountain is being directed by long-time
Thurmont Thespian, Kelli Donaghue of Woodsboro. Donaghue has performed, worked back stage, or choreographed
countless Thurmont Thespian shows. “When Beth (Watson) caught me after church and asked me to take over directing
the show for her, I answered a yes without hesitation, which was most unusual for me,” said Donaghue. Smoke on the
Mountain is being dedicated to the memory of Dr. Spence Watson, co-founder of the Thurmont Thespians and husband
of Beth Watson, who died suddenly in December 2013. “When Spence died, our happy, escape from the world and into
Thurmont Thespians work also died. It stopped for a bit. I wondered, as well as did all of my former cast and crew
mates: what will happen now? We are still wondering and will undoubtedly be searching and feeling lost for quite some
time,” continued Donaghue.
Joining Donoghue are cast members Joshua Flanick, Norman Gibat, Steve Hess, Lori Hockley, Kathy Jenkins,
Harriette Mathews, Anna Perry, Annabelle Perry, Travis Sanders, and Taylor Wiles. Musical Director is Matt Albright,
Set Designers are Rich Friis and Michael Brown, and Lighting Designer is Michael Brown.
Opening night for Smoke on the Mountain is Friday, April 4 at 8:00 p.m. Performances will continue on Saturday,
April 5 at 8:00 p.m. and Sunday, April 6 at 2:00 p.m. The show will resume on Friday, April 11 at 8:00 p.m., with a
Dinner Theatre on Saturday, April 12 at 6:30 p.m. and a closing show on Sunday, April 13 at 2:00 p.m. Tickets are
$15.00 each and are on sale now by calling Becky Urian, Box Office Manager, at 301-271-7613.
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During a recent meeting
of the Thurmont Lions Club,
Jared Snyder was presented
with the 2014 Ross Smith Sr.
Scouting Award. Jared first
joined the scouts as a Tiger
Scout in 2001. He progressed
rapidly through the Cub
Scouts and joined the Boy
Scouts in 2006. He earned
an impressive forty-two merit
badges and earned his Eagle
in 2012. His Eagle project
Pictured from left are Lions Ross Smith and Don Keeney
involved fixing a horse trail at
with Scout Jared Snyder.
Catoctin Mountain Park. He
has demonstrated leadership skills and a willingness to help others and support
his community. The Thurmont Lions Club has sponsored Troop 270 since 1932.
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Klondike Derby
(left)
Pictured is Carson Marrow, Doug
Isanogle, Devin Wine, Dalton Wine,
Keegan Coolidge, Danny Dutrow,
Michael Goldberg, and Kyle Cover
from Boy Scout Troop 270, as the
dogs pull their handmade sled during
the Klondike Derby on February 25,
2014.

(right)
Pictured are members of Venturing
Crew 270 achieving one of the many
goals during the Klondike Derby held at
the Walkersville Watershed on February
25, 2014: Balancing seven people on a
board balanced on a log (Bottom up)
are Jared Snyder, Trevor Bostian, Peter
Wright, Dominic Neild, Drew Bramson,
Alex Mayhew, and Devin Stafford.

Thurmont Lions Club Awarding Three
Scholarships

The Thurmont Lions Club is pleased to announce that the TLC Foundation
will award three $1,000 scholarships to graduating Catoctin High School
seniors again this year. These scholarships are awarded competitively based on
academic achievement, participation in activities, and financial need.
Information and applications for these scholarships are available at the
Catoctin High School office and on the Thurmont Lions Club website, www.
thurmontlionsclub.com. Completed applications and all documentation must
be submitted by April 1, 2014.
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Help for the Jobless at the Thurmont
Regional Library
by James Rada, Jr.
With the high rate of
unemployment and millions of
people who have simply given up
looking for work, job seekers need all
the help they can get to find a job.
In Thurmont, they can find that
help at the Thurmont Regional
Library. Once a month, Goodwill
of Monocacy Valley offers free
job counseling at the library. Patie
Elsberry runs the program on the
third Wednesday, from 2:00-4:00
p.m. “We used to have them weekly,
but we cut back to once a month
when the weather got cold,” Elsberry
said. “Hopefully, when it warms up
again, we can go back to weekly.”
The program allows people to
come to the library and get help
with resume writing, filling out
applications, hunting for jobs, and
interviewing.
“Patie came to us initially and
asked if we would be interested in
having job assistance at the library,
and we were happy to do it,” said
Library Manager Erin Dingle. “For
many years, people needed to run
to Frederick for everything, but by
having a Regional Library in the
community, they can now find what
they need right here. And we’re
always seeking other opportunities
in the community for partnerships,”
added Dingle.
The library has been hosting the
program for about two years, and
job hunters have found it helpful.
“Patie will work with someone until
they find a job, and she doesn’t
consider it a success until the person
does find a job,” stated Dingle.

One of the useful things that
Elsberry does is help attendees put
together a master resume, a generic
resume that the person fills out and
then Elsberry reviews and types.
This aids the job seeker in having
something to refer to when they are
filling out a resume that contains all
of the needed information. She will
also guide them through the process
of filling out an online application
and conduct mock interviews. “If
they get a job, I follow up to see how
they are doing,” Elsberry said.
She has seen success in helping
people not only find jobs but upgrade
their work or even switch careers.
“It’s nice to know there’s someone
out there to help you through the
process,” Elsberry said.
If you are interested in getting
job assistance, but can’t make it
out to the program, Elsberry leaves
job assistance packets at the library
that can be picked up during library
hours. You can also call her for
more information at Goodwill of
Monocacy Valley at 301-662-0622,
x209.
Related to the job assistance
program, the library also offers a
monthly computer basics class.
“People can learn how to use
computers, set up e-mail accounts,
and take care of computers,” Dingle
said. The class is taught by Mike
Mathis, a computer programmer
who lives locally. The workshops
are held the first Wednesday of each
month. You can call the library at
301-600-7172 to find out more
about the workshop.
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A Scout is
Reverent
Adult Scouts,
Girl Scouts, Cub
Scouts from
Pack 270, Boy
Scouts from
Troop 270, and
Venturing Scouts
from Crew 270
attended service at
Courtesy Photo
Thurmont United
Methodist Church on February 2, 2014, to celebrate Scout Sunday. Scout
Sunday recognizes the official Birthday of Scouting.
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Serving Northern Frederick County, Maryland, Since 1995

ESPElower-Sicilia
Productions
Serving the
Community
Since 1970

Of Dance & Music

Tap • Ballet • Jazz • Hip Hop

Pre-School Creative
Lyrical
Acrobatics
Modern
Musical Theater
Ages 3 to Adult

For more information

301.271.7458
www.ESPdance.com

Home of the National Award winning E.S.P. Performing Company
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S n o w, S n o w, a n d M o r e S n o w !
Courtesy Photo

Monster Snowman built by John and Silas
Nickerson.

Tree behind the post office at the American legion in Thurmont.
Sent in by Michael Brannon

We Invite You to Share Your
Good News!

Siblings, Jaden (8 years old) and Claire (2 years old), pose for a
picture while playing in the snow.

• news@thecatoctinbanner.com •
• Message Line 240-288-0108 •
• Fax 301-447-2946 •

Photo by John Nickerson
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by James Rada, Jr.

Meet Bean the Gibbon
A zoo in the southwest sold Bean
nearly twenty years ago because
they had enough gibbons. Bean
wound up in Fairfield, Pennsylvania,
where, there, she is quite unique.
“Bean has been at the Rescue
longer than any person or animal
that is currently here, by far. She
came here many years ago when it
was still Gettysburg Game Park,”
said Melissa Bishop with the East
Coast Exotic Animal Rescue.
The Gettysburg Game Park
changed its name to the East Coast
Exotic Animal Rescue in 1998. It is
now a non-profit animal sanctuary,
dedicated to providing animals
with a permanent home. This is
an important mission since exotic
animals that have been born in or
raised in captivity are rarely able to
survive in the wild. These animals
have never learned the skills needed
to live in the wild, and some have
been declawed or had their canine
teeth removed. They would be unable
to hunt or protect themselves in the
wild.
“Our goal is to provide lifelong
sanctuary to all of the animals that
come to us,” Bishop said.
Bean can play outdoors in the
warm weather in her 40 foot by 60
foot area, which is two stories tall.
She also has an indoor area where
she spends rainy or cold days. “In the
wild, she would spend most of her
life in the treetops,” said Bishop.
Bean is a 33-year-old gibbon,
which is the smallest type of ape.
Wild gibbons are found in the jungles
of Southeast Asia. She is about
two-and-a-half feet tall and weighs
roughly twenty-five pounds. Gibbons
will live, on average, twenty-five
years in the wild.
“There are fifteen species of
gibbon, all but one of which is
endangered or critically endangered,”
Bishop said.
Bean, like many gibbons, is a
social animal. In the wild, she would
be part of a troop, but since she is
alone at the sanctuary, she enjoys
interacting with people.
“You may see her playing and
swinging, especially if there is a small
child around. Or she may seem to be
contemplating the universe,” Bishop

Photo Courtesy of the East Coast Exotic Animal Rescue

Bean, a 33-year-old gibbon, resides at the
East Coast Exotic Animal Rescue in Fairfield,
Pennsylvania.

said. “Generally, she’s a very quiet
and gentle soul. You can’t spend any
time with her without wondering
“what is she really thinking?”
Years ago, when Bean’s longtime companion, Freda, died, Bean
became depressed and grieved the
loss of her friend. The staff at the
sanctuary researched ways in which
they might be able to cheer up the
gibbon and decided to find her new
friends.
“She has two bunnies that live
with her now that provide some
company,” Bishop said. “She seems
to enjoy their presence, and has been
seen offering them an occasional
treat.”
Though Bean was sold as
“surplus” from a zoo (a fairly
common practice among zoos to
generate money), she was lucky in
one aspect. She was healthy. She
did not have to be surrendered or
confiscated from her owner because
of her condition.
Bean eats primarily fruits and
vegetables at the sanctuary. However,
as a treat, she sometimes gets granola
bars or marshmallows.
You can meet Bean and her friends
at the East Coast Animal Exotic
Animal Rescue at 320 Zoo Road in
Fairfield, Pennsylvania. The rescue
will be open weekends beginning in
May.

“ D o n ’t a s k y o u r s e l f w h a t t h e w o r l d n e e d s ; a s k
yourself what makes you come alive. And then go and
do that. Because what the world needs is people who
have come alive.”
		~ Harold Whitman
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S c h o o l news
Mother Seton School Students Spell Their
Way into Countywide Bee
It was a harrowing eleven
rounds, but 8th grade student,
Stephen Hochschild, managed
to secure a spot representing
Mother Seton School in the
Frederick County Spelling Bee
to be held March 15, 2014. His
championship word was quite
apt for a Catholic school student:
pontiff. Emma Wivell, a 4th
grade student, was runner-up and
will serve as Stephen’s alternate
in the County Bee. Ten students
from grades four through eight
Mother Seton School students, Stephen Hochschild (left) competed for the opportunity.
and Emma Wivell (right), emerged as the winners at the
The Spelling Bee is sponsored
schoolwide Spelling Bee. Stephen will represent Mother by the E.W. Scripps Company.
Seton School at the Frederick County Spelling Bee in
The winner of the Frederick
March. Emma will serve as his alternate.
County Spelling Bee will go on to
represent Frederick County in the National Spelling Bee in Washington, D.C.,
scheduled for May 25-31, 2014.
Courtesy Photo

Send your School news & School photos to
share with the Community:

n e w s @ t h e c a t o c t i n b a n n e r. c o m

Now offering
Truck Accessories!!

Main Street

UPHOLSTERY
Specializing In Custom Interiors
Convertible Tops • Leather Seats
Carpets • Headliners

301.271.2298
mainstreetuph.com
HOURS
Monday - Friday 8-5
Saturday by appointment

Lawyer’s
Automotive
SPECIALIZING IN
ALL TYPES OF
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR
Strafford H. Lawyer II, Owner

301-271-2736

13910-B Jimtown Road
Thurmont, MD 21788

Patronize
Our
Advertisers!

The Catoctin
The Catoctin Banner
exists due to the
advertising support of
those featured in each
issue. Be sure to patronize
our advertisers.

Thurmont Middle School LEOs Dedicated
to Helping the Community
by James Rada, Jr.

Photo Courtesy of Joyce Anthony

The
members
of the
Thurmont
Middle
School
(TMS) LEO
Club aren’t
part of the
club for just
themselves.
They are
part of
something
much bigger,
designed to
2013 Leo Induction Ceremony of the new TMS Leos.
help and
lend a hand
blankets, towels, dog food, dog
to others in their community.
treats, and dog toys for the animals,”
LEO stands for Leadership,
Alex said. “I liked it because I like
Experience, and Opportunity, and
animals and loved doing something
the LEO Club provides all three, as
for them.”
the service organization for students
Treasurer Samantha Grimes said
under the direction of the Thurmont
that
her favorite project so far was
Lions Club. According to the
when
the Club members acted as
Thurmont Lions Club website, “The
the
wait
staff at a local restaurant
Club provides the Thurmont Middle
that
provided
a spaghetti dinner
School youth with an opportunity
fundraiser.
“We
have a lot of fun
for development and contribution,
doing
things
and
we help people,”
individually and collectively,
Samantha
said.
as responsible members of the
Thurmont Middle School has had
local, national, and international
its
LEO
Club since October 2009,
communities.”
and,
in
that
time, it has done a lot of
The group of about two dozen
work
to
help
improve Thurmont and
middle school students meets twice a
the
surrounding
communities.
month after school to plan out their
Alex
said
that
she believes the
projects.
LEO
Club
is
having
an impact
“They’ve raised money for
on
the
community
for
the better.
therapeutic riding and sold candy
The
members
have
even
become a
bars to raise $1,013 for the Jeremy
resource
for
other
local
organizations
Hahn fund,” said Joyce Anthony,
when they need volunteers to help
the Thurmont Lions Club advisor.
with activities.
“They are also going to be doing
“When we participate in the same
Hoops for Heart and Teens for Jeans.
things
as other schools, we usually
We do quite a few things for the
raise
the
most,” Alex said. “We are
community,” Anthony added.
out
there
helping, and we do about
Eighth-grader Alex Bolinger serves
fifteen
projects
a year.”
as the president of the LEO Club.
Secretary
Avie
Hopcraft joined the
For her, service runs in the family.
LEO
Club,
because
Alex recruited
“Some of my family were in the
her
when
Avie’s
family
moved to
Lions Club,” she said. “When I came
Thurmont
from
Florida.
to middle school, I heard about the
“It’s really, really fun, and we get
Club and came to a few meetings. It
to
pick
projects that interest us. If
seemed like a lot of fun and I got to
you
like
doing something, we can
help the community.” She has now
find
a
way
to use it to help people,”
been a member of the LEO Club
Avie
said.
since the sixth grade. Her favorite
While the Club is about service,
project that she has participated in so
they
will also do fun things as a way
far was a collection the club members
to
thank
their members for helping.
made for the Frederick County
This
might
include pizza parties or
Animal Shelter. “We put boxes
even
a
trip
to
Hershey Park.
around town and people donated
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2014 CHS Safe and Sane Activities

The 2014 Catoctin Safe & Sane Graduation Committee is holding a
meeting of interested parents of the graduating class of 2014 on Wednesday,
March 12, 2014, at 7:00 p.m. in the media center at Catoctin High School.
All help is needed to make this a very successful event for the seniors. Event
announcements and meeting minutes can be seen on their website at http://
catoctinsafeandsane.com.
Mark your calendars for some fun upcoming events: March 14—Crab
Cake Dinner, Vigilant Hose Company in Emmitsburg, dinner served from
4:00-7:00 p.m., cost is $15.00 per person (carryouts available); senior students
can help serve dinner, donations of desserts and sodas are welcome; March
29—Sportsman’s Dinner, Vigilant Hose Company in Emmitsburg, doors open
at 5:00 p.m. and games begin at 7:00 p.m., cost is $25.00 per person (includes
dinner and beverages), must be 16 years old to attend, donations of desserts,
soda and water are welcome; April 5—Wing Night, Vigilant Hose Company
in Emmitsburg, doors open at 5:00 p.m., cost is $20.00 per person ($10/ages
10 and under; free/ages under 3), donations of desserts, soda and water are
welcome; April 12—Cash and Sportsman’s Bingo, Lewistown Fire Hall, 11101
Hessong Bridge Road in Thurmont, doors open at 5:00 p.m., Bingo starts at
7:00 p.m., cost is $35.00 per person (includes 20 games w/ two jackpots, meal,
soda and water and adult beverages), no one under 16 is admitted, donations
of desserts, soda and water are welcome.
For ticket information, contact Lisa White at lmwhite88@msn.com or 240367-6996, or Laura Imes at imesla@yahoo.com or 301-788-6458.
Shannon Burke, the memory room chairperson, has asked that each
senior or their family provide her with their senior picture and three to four
additional pictures taken in the years 2013-2014 for the senior video. Please
email the pictures to Shannon at sburke1974@msn.com and include the
name of the student. You can also mail pictures to Shannon at 35 Pleasant
Acres Drive, Thurmont, MD 21788. Please include a self-addressed stamped
envelope to have pictures returned.
The committee is also selling garden stones (cougar paw) at a cost is $5.00,
$10.00, $15.00 (or $25.00 for a set) and will be holding 50-50 raffles at
sporting events and other activities at the school.
There are approximately 240 seniors at Catoctin High School. If you are
interested in volunteering and/or donating needed items, please contact anyone
of the persons listed above. Remember – nobody can do everything, but
everyone can do something.

EHS Alumni Association Offers Scholarships

The Emmistsburg High School (EHS) Alumni Association is accepting
scholarship applications. Four $1,000 scholarships will be awarded in May
to deserving students. Any Catoctin High School senior or graduate who
is enrolled in an institution of higher learning is eligible if he/she resides in
the Emmitsburg School District. This includes Emmitsburg 21727, Rocky
Ridge 21788, and Taneytown 21787 (Taneytown boundary is determined by
Bridgeport on route 140). Applicants may apply each year as long as they are
enrolled in an institution of higher learning.
Selection is based on having a 3.0 or higher grade point average, being a
full-time student, presenting two letters of recommendation, and pursuing
higher education (technical school, four-year college, or community college).
Applications may be obtained by contacting the guidance department at
Catoctin High School at 240-236-8082. All applications must be received by
May 1, 2014.
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Who will be the 2014 Teacher of the Year?

Do you know a teacher who goes beyond what is expected? Is there a
teacher who has made an impact on your life or your child’s life? It’s time to
recognize these special teachers by nominating them for the Thurmont Lions
Club Teacher of the Year Award. Anyone, including parents, students, and
fellow teachers, may nominate a teacher.
This award is open to Pre-K through Grade 12 full-time teachers in the
Catoctin feeder school system: Catoctin High, Thurmont Middle, Thurmont
Primary and Elementary, Sabillasville Elementary, Lewistown Elementary,
Emmitsburg Elementary, and Mother Seton School.
One finalist from each of the eight schools will be announced during a
reception at Catoctin High School in April. The Teacher of the Year will be
selected from these finalists by a committee of community leaders and will be
announced at the Thurmont Lions Club’s Education Night on May 14, 2014.
Nomination forms are available at www.thurmontlionsclub.com and at the
Thurmont Regional Library. Nominations are due by Wednesday, March 26, at
5:00 p.m.

Hot Off The Press!
Get your copy of
this local children’s book
at E Plus Copy
Center (in the
lobby of Jubilee
Grocery Store in
Emmitsburg.
301-447-2804

Big Chief
Hungry

B e l ly
Story By: Deb Spalding • Illustrated By: Kelsey Stafford
With Contributions by:
Mr. Francis Smith, Gracie Eyler, and Allison Rostad

Based On: Gilbert V. Eiker, Sr.

$7.40 includes tax (a portion of the proceeds
benefit Indian Lookout Conservation Club)
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S p o r t s news
Welcome to Thurmont Little League and Babe Ruth 2014
Courtesy Photo

by Joseph Kirchner
This year marks the seventyfifth anniversary of Little League
Baseball in the United States, a great
American institution. Thurmont
Little League celebrates sixty-one
glorious years of playing America’s
pastime, with expectations for
a great 2014 season! From its
humble beginnings way back in
1953—when they played on just
one field located near the old shoe
factory on Apples Church Road—to
today’s beautiful Thurmont Little
League Complex with five fields,
this enterprise owes a great debt of
gratitude to its founding fathers,
namely Daniel Waybright, Ray Felix,
Paul Hahn, Doug Buchanan, Paul
Schaefer, John Strine, and Charles
“Hamp” Spalding. Today, President
Mike Randall and Vice-President
Ed Lowry provide enthusiastic,
dedicated leadership to build upon
the strong foundation laid by their
predecessors.
Thurmont Little League has a
very rich history. It is currently the
largest youth sports association
in Northern Frederick County,
boasting active spring and fall
seasons and a membership of over
three-hundred area boys and girls,
ranging in age from 4-18 years old.
Not only does it offer a wonderful
opportunity to develop teamwork,
sportsmanship, and a strong sense
of community, the Thurmont Little
League also enjoys a great tradition
of success, having won numerous

District Titles, as well as its most
recent State Title in 2005.
Mike Randall and Ed Lowry
have had an extremely busy “offseason,” making countless capital
improvements to the clubhouse
and to the playing fields, as well as
organizing registration for what is
certain to be the biggest year ever.
With the help of generous volunteers
(who are always greatly appreciated
by the hardworking officers), new
electrical services are in place and
several completed clubhouse projects
now make this venue both safer
and more attractive. The playing
fields are also greatly enhanced
by the completion of many major
renovations, including upgrades
to the batting cages, 1,500 pounds
of clay added to the Minor/Major
Fields, drainage added to the Minor
Field, re-cuts on both the Major/
Minor infields, newly installed home
plates and bases, and newly built
pitcher’s mounds and batter’s boxes
on the Minor/Major Fields. All in
all, the Complex is in great condition
for the upcoming 2014 season.
Both Ed and Mike are quick to
point out that as important as these
capital projects are, the heart and
soul of Thurmont Little League is the
wonderful friendships it encourages.
With a sixty-one year history, many
of today’s players are the third and
fourth generations to participate in
the rich tradition of Thurmont Little
League. Here is where cherished,

Gateway Printing, Inc. has been offering quality printing to
the area since 1982. We specialize in providing printing
and related communication services to individuals and
companies through out the tri-state area. Gateway Printing
provides a range of graphical services, including one to four
color conventional printing, prepress, finishing, and direct
mail.

Call Us Today For Your Free Quote!
603 East Main Street
Thurmont, MD 21788
301.271.4685 Ph
301.271.3634 Fx
mail@gateprint.com
www.gateprint.com

Brochures
Newsletters
Books
Letterhead
Envelopes
Business Cards
Flyers
Labels
Carbonless Forms

Wedding Invitations
Rubber Stamps
Black & White Copies
Color Copies
Fax Service
Full Bindery Service
Mailing Service
Graphic Design
And So Much More!

Full Service Commercial Printer

2013 District Champions

lifelong memories are made. Mike
proudly proclaims, “This is an
exciting opportunity where you can
come with a four-year-old child to
play T-ball, and play the sport of
baseball until you’re eighteen years
old, all here in your hometown with
great competition and your friends
right here in your backyard.”
Significantly, the officers make
sure that no one is turned away
from Thurmont Little League. All
are invited and all are guaranteed
the wonderful opportunity to play
baseball. The Thurmont Little
League is a proud partner with
the District 2 Challenger League,
which provides support for players
with physical or developmental
disabilities to participate in baseball
to the maximum of their individual
abilities. In fact, the 2006 Thurmont
Civitan Challenger team was
selected by President and Mrs. Bush
to play T-ball at the White House
with Willie Mays as Commissioner.

Moreover, in 2012, Thurmont was
proud to host the Maryland State
Challenger Jamboree.
Whether you are a native to this
area or a newcomer, Mike and Ed
invite you to sign up for the 2014
season. Opening Day on Saturday,
April 12, 2014, will be an all-day
affair, marked by many festivities
at the Thurmont Little League
Complex. Of course, if you would
like to coach or volunteer to help in
any way, Mike and Ed would love to
hear from you.
Online registration is available
at their websites: http://www.
eteamz.com/thurmont for Little
League and www.eteamz.com/
thurmontbaberuthleague for Babe
Ruth. You may contact President
Mike Randall by phone at 301271-3958 or by e-mail at Michael.
randall@bea.gov.
Also visit “Thurmont Little
League and Babe Ruth” on
Facebook.
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The Sport of Lacrosse Gaining Popularity in the Catoctin Area
Courtesy Photo

Catoctin Youth Association
Lacrosse (CYA LAX) is a youth
program that participates in the
Western Maryland Youth Lacrosse
League (WMYL). Currently, CYA
LAX fields four teams: one each
in age groups U9, U11, U13, and
U15. All four age groups play in the
B Division. As it stands right now,
CYA Lacrosse teams are all in the
boy’s league of WMYL. This means
that tough Catoctin girls are playing
alongside the boys, as the program
currently does not have any girl’s
teams.
CYA LAX has been around
for years, but has lately seen a
resurgence in participation and
interest in the sport as a whole. CYA
coaches are Level 1 certified by US
Lacrosse and take great pride in
making these teams top-notch. Last
season, the CYA LAX U11, U13,
and U15 teams went undefeated.
U15 won the B Division title in the
end-of-year WMYL tournament last
season.
CYA LAX volunteers emphasize
the importance of marketing the
sport to youngsters in order to field
a steady stream of at least twentyfive to thirty U9 players every year.
In turn, these skilled players will
move up to help maintain and grow
participation numbers as they move
on to high school and college teams.
Lacrosse is a popular spring sport
for boys and girls at Catoctin High
School.
With participation growth in
mind, CYA LAX is conducting an
outreach to the community for
financial sponsorship and support.

League President Ryan Loher
said, “We are in a real need to
get our sponsorship and donation
dollar totals on the rise. While
we do fundraising, we mainly get
our money through dues that are
collected to help us pay for all fees
and expenses that come up through
the season. Lacrosse can be a costly
sport to start for an athlete and his/
her parents. So, as an organization,
we work with families to get them
the necessary equipment and assist
with registration fees as much as
possible.”
Without additional sponsorship,
the league will be unable to reach
and assist all of the kids that may
be interested in playing as this sport
grows. They ask for community
support in order to achieve their
next goal, which is to provide the
majority of the equipment and
quality uniforms for players. At
a minimum, they aim to provide a
standard uniform, from the jersey
to the socks. At the present time,
the organization can only afford
to provide a jersey. They are also
seeking a donation of a shed to
be placed on Eyler Field to store
equipment.
The league’s long-term goal is to
form a girl’s side of the organization.
This means increasing the number of
females participating from a young
age. The game of girl’s/women’s
lacrosse differs significantly from
men’s lacrosse. Women’s rules are
specifically designed to allow less
physical contact between players.
The pockets of women’s sticks are
shallower than those of the men,

Share Your Sports News with the Community
Send us your Sports news & Sports
photos to share in The Catoctin Banner!
E m a i l : n e w s @ T h e C a t o c t i n B a n n e r. c o m

making the
ball harder
to catch and
more difficult
to shoot at a
high speed.
Women
players may
only check
using the side
of their stick,
and when
the check is
directed away
from the
ball carrier’s
head. It is
important to make sure the girls learn
to play the same style of game that
they will play in high school.
From a player’s perspective,
lacrosse is one of the most physically
demanding, high-impact, constantaction sports that a kid can play.
Lacrosse is often said to be the
fastest game on two feet. With this
constant movement and action, kids
quickly fall in love with the sports
flow. As a former player, Loher said,
“Lacrosse is easier to get involved
in than baseball because there are
fewer pauses and downtime. I think
it is more exciting than football
because play is not interrupted
when a player is tackled or loses
the ball. In lacrosse, play continues
uninterrupted for the most part until

a goal is scored. Then play is quickly
resumed again.”
The cost for registration in
CYA LAX is $85.00 plus the cost
of equipment which is typically
about $250.00 at a minimum for
new players. For information on
registering, check out the CYA LAX
Website www.leaguelineup.com/
catlax for forms. Send payment
to Laurie Wilhelm, ATTN: CYA
LAX, 5149 Wigville Rd, Thurmont,
Maryland 21788. Checks should
be made out to CYA LAX. Call
Ryan Lohan at 301-418-2338,
Laurie Wilhelm at 301-748-7597
or email CYALacrosse@gmail.com
for information. Also, you can visit
them on Facebook username CYA
Lacrosse.

“ You always get a special kick on opening day, no matter how many
you go through. You look forward to it like a birthday party when
you’re a kid. You think something wonderful is going to happen.”

~ Joe DiMaggio
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Calling All Catoctin Softball Alumni

The Catoctin Softball Program would like to invite all softball alumni and
their families to the 1st Annual Catoctin Softball Alumni Game on Thursday,
May 1, 2014, when the Cougars will take on Walkersville High School at 4:45
p.m. They are celebrating the 35th year of the program, and they would like
to include all of you! Please email Coach Jessica Valentine at jessica.valentine@
fcps.org<mailto:jessica.valentine@fcps.org> to be added to the information/
email list.
They are looking forward to seeing the history of their success all together!

Atlantic City Bus Trip

The 5th annual Gregory A. Brashears Jr. Memorial Atlantic City Bus Trip
will take place on April 12, 2014. The bus will depart from Thurmont Plaza
at 7:00 a.m. sharp, and return at 11:00 p.m. The cost of tickets are $45.00
per person (non-refundable). Participants must be 21 years of age. For tickets,
please contact Lori Long at 301-748-6007.
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“In a Word” — A Lenten Sermon Series by
the Emmitburg Council of Churches
Wednesdays During Lent
March 12, 2014 — Elias Lutheran Church, 7:00 p.m., A Contemporary
Worship Service + Fellowship. Barbara Anderson will facilitate a conversation
on “Sin and Reconciliation.”
March 19, 2014 — Trinity United Methodist Church, 7:00 p.m., A Traditional
Worship Service + Fellowship. Rev. Katie Penick preaching on “Service.”
March 26, 2014 — Emmitsburg Presybyterian Church, 7:00 p.m., A
Traditional Worship Service + Fellowship. Rev. Timothy Kromer preaching on
“Sacrifice.”
April 2, 2014 — St. Joseph’s Catholic Church, 11:45 a.m., A Simple Soup/
Bread Lunch & Conversation. Fr. John Holliday speaking on “Joy.”
April 9 — St. Anthony Shrine, 7:00 p.m., Traditional Worship Service +
Fellowship. Rev. Jon Greenstone preaching on “Contentment.”

Easter Sunrise Worship Service
April 20, 2014 — Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes, 6:00 a.m. Rev. Tiffany
Kromer preaching on “Hope.”

What’s New with the Thurmont
Ministerium?
The Lenten Season for Christians begins on March 5, with Ash Wednesday.
During this time of prayer and reflection, the Thurmont Ministerium is
providing combined services at various locations on Monday evenings
beginning at 7:00 p.m. Light refreshments will be served following the services:
March 10, 2014 — St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church; March 17 — St.
Paul’s Utica Lutheran Church, Utica; March 24 — Harriet Chapel Episcopal
Church, *Taize Service; March 31 — Weller United Methodist Church;
April 7 — Thurmont Church of the Brethren; April 14 — Lewistown United
Methodist Church.
Check local churches for Good Friday services. The theme is “Sing to the
Lord a New Song,” and each church will feature a song or hymn representing
the Lenten season. A collection will be taken to benefit the ministries of the
Thurmont Ministerium.

What’s a Taize Service?

This worship service was started by Brother Roger, who founded an
international, ecumenical community in Taize, France. Brother Roger founded
the community in 1940 as a place of refuge, peace, and reconciliation. Today,
the Taize community is made up of more than 120 Protestant, Catholic, and
Orthodox brothers from twenty-five countries. Brother Roger never advertised
his community, but people began to stream in from all over the world, and
now, each year, it is visited by more than 100,000 people searching for
closeness with God. The service is simple, non-denominational and takes place
in a candlelit sanctuary. It consists of a scripture reading, a psalm and prayers
set in the midst of repetitive songs.
If you feel you need some peace in your frenzied life, come experience the
tranquility of a Taize Service. Taize worship offers an opportunity to listen as
God speaks through scripture, music, and in silence. Call Rev. Sally Joyner
Giffin for more information at 301-271-4554 or sallyjoynerfiffin@yahoo.com.
Ash Wednesday is March 5, 2014. See individual churches for times and
services. However, if you can’t make a service, Pastor Susan Beck will be
distributing ashes and sharing a prayer in the downtown Thurmont area.
Reverend Sally Joyner Giffin will offer drive-in distributions at 6:30 a.m. and
6:30 p.m. at the Catoctin Episcopal Parish on Catoctin Furnace Road. Just
drive into the parking lot, ask to receive a prayer and have ashes placed on
your forehead. Regular services with imposition of Ashes follow at 7:00 a.m.
and 7:00 p.m.

We Invite You to Share Your Good News!

news@thecatoctinbanner.com • Message Line 240-288-0108 • Publisher’s Line 301-271-1050 • Fax 301-447-2946
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Expert Answers to your Health and Wellness Questions
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Hunting Photos

by George Puvel, Anytime Fitness Owner
Question: The holidays are over, yet
the stress still seems to be lingering.
I feel as if I can’t get back on track
with a regular schedule. Can you
please provide some tips to help me
cope with my stress?
Answer: Here are three very simple
steps you can do to help you feel
stronger, happier, and better able to
manage your stress. Begin by eating
fresh, wholesome foods that will fuel
your brain and boost your mood.
Reaching for the junk food might
give you instant satisfaction, but will
make you feel depleted in the long
run. Next, continue to stay physically
active, as exercise is known to help
reduce stress and clear your mind.
And lastly, create an experience of
joy somewhere in your day, such as
watching a funny movie, or curling
up with your favorite book and a
cup of tea. Setting aside this time
for yourself can help you shift your
thinking to feeling good and creating
positive thoughts.
Question: Recently while exercising
on the cardio machines, my toes
went numb within a few minutes of

working out. Any ideas as to what is
causing this?
Answer: Numbness in the toes is a
common complaint among treadmill
and elliptical users. Often, the cause
is wearing shoes that are too tight or
tying the shoelaces too tight. Feet
swell when exercising, so make sure
when purchasing shoes you try them
on at the end of the day and opt for
a wider toe box so toes have room to
move. If you believe that your shoes
are the correct size, make sure you
allow for some time to stretch the
foot and lower leg before beginning
your workout. Tightness may lead
to improper form, which could
lead to numbness. If the numbness
persists, you may have a nerve issue
called Morton’s neuroma, where
the pressure on the nerves between
the 2nd-3rd toes or 3rd-4th toes
causes the numbness. In this case it’s
important to see a podiatrist to help
treat the condition.
About the author: George Puvel
is the Club Owner. To submit a
question for future articles, please
contact the author at ThurmontMD@
anytimefitness.com.

Phillips first
buck, opening
day of Maryland
Youth season.

Courtesy Photo

Josh Heaphy’s 8 point, Youth Day
November 16, 2013, in Emmitsburg.

Courtesy Photo
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Seton Center Outreach Success Story

Seton Center, Inc., a non-profit organization in Emmitsburg, assists lowincome families in meeting their basic needs by offering supportive human
services. Staffed by the Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul, local
residents and a myriad of volunteers, Seton Center, Inc. strives to provide the
homeless with resources and keep families in their homes by providing case
management and emergency assistance with food, rent, mortgage, utility,
transportation, and medical costs.
People who work hard to be self-sufficient sometimes find that even a minor
emergency can result in calls from collection agencies or a loss of housing.
This was true for Robert Riley, although his emergency was not so minor.
Robert is an amazing man of integrity, strength, and God-sized faith. He is a
Vietnam veteran, loving husband, father and friend. But one day, Robert found
himself in a doctor’s office receiving a diagnosis of cancer. This devastating
news naturally left him in tears, but because of his strong faith through prayer,
in a few days he heard God tell him, “You’re going to be all right.” He said
he realized that, “you need to help yourself before others can help you.” For
him, that meant putting his pride and feelings of shame aside. The radiation
treatments designed to help rid his body of cancer reduced his formerly healthy
heart to a 70 percent level of function. Being so ill from treatment, working
was out of the question and even minor, personal daily tasks felt like huge
hurdles. With no ability to work due to his increasingly poor health, medical
bills, mortgage payments, utility and transportation costs were difficult or
impossible to make.
To provide for his wife and household, this proud veteran went to the Seton
Center to ask for help. Seton Center was able to assist him with getting to the
many radiation treatments required; provide caring case management, support
him through the Helping Hands program during the holidays, and give him an
opportunity to give back. He calls the staff his “angels” who have supported,
cared for, walked with, and prayed over his journey.
Even in his fragile physical and financial state, Robert sought out ways to
give back, to bless others. He understands that “we can help the world one
person at a time.” He became a friend to many folks he met in treatment. He
visited those who were losing their battles with cancer to give them hope and
peace. Robert mentored a young man sent to help him with some strenuous
property maintenance through Frederick County’s Alternative Sentencing
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the health jeanne

by Jeanne Angleberger,

Shaklee Associate for a Healthier Life

Juicing is the best way to
consume your daily servings of
vegetables and fruits, and it is very
simple to do.
Yours truly is learning just how
easy it can be. There is no specific
recipe. The fun part of juicing (making
a smoothie) is combining veggies and
fruits to suit your taste buds.
If you’re ready to learn more
about this new and favorite hobby
of yours truly, I am anxious to share
some of my tasty smoothies.
Combine the following: apple
(cored), banana, carrot, orange
(peeled), strawberries, fresh
pineapple chunks, kale, one-half
cup light cranberry juice, three
ice cubes, and one scoop of Whey
Protein Powder. Raspberries or
blueberries can be substituted for

the strawberries. Spinach or romaine
lettuce can replace the kale, if you
desire.
Choosing the right juicer is
important, too. The HealthMaster
Elite has a heavy-duty stainless
steel blade; it’s easy to clean and
chops and mixes exceptionally well.
However, I would advise researching
the different ones on the market
before making your purchase.
Getting your family thinking
and eating healthy can be fun!
Creating different smoothies may
introduce them to many new flavors
to fruits and vegetables! This is
exciting when you realize how
many servings of real food you’re
getting by juicing! Learning about
healthy eating is surely a nourishing
thought.

program. While he was going through radiation treatments, Robert tended and
harvested a garden for Seton Center. The “fruits” of his labors were given to
those who were also experiencing financial difficulties.
For anyone facing difficult times, Robert offers these words of
encouragement: “I’m kind of proud to have had cancer. God’s looking after
me...This cancer strengthened my faith. There’s no shame in asking for help
and it makes me feel good to give back.”
For more information about Seton Center, Inc. or to inquire about how to
assist their mission, call 301-447-6102 or send an e-mail to setoncenterinc@
doc.org.
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Mountain Business
by Ann Marie Bezayiff

mountain talk
Camp David
After spending the day in
Thurmont during the Colorfest
Celebration, I was driving home
along 550 and noticed a “Do Not
Enter, Local Traffic Only” sign,
where the Foxville-Deerfield Road
meets Rte. 550. Later, I heard a
rumor that Vice President Biden was
at Camp David. Therefore, FoxvilleDeerfield Road was off limits.
For us novices to the area, Camp
David is a mysterious and curious
place, so I did a little research
on whitehouse.gov, nps.gov, and
frederick.com. Located 62-64
miles from Washington D.C., it is
situated on 200 acres in the Catoctin
Mountains, near Thurmont. The
Camp David Accords and the 38th
G8 Summit brought world leaders
together in this place. Strange to
think that some of the most powerful
people in the world gather together
to talk, negotiate, or relax in our
backyard. In reality, they’ve been part
of the neighborhood since the middle
1800s.
Located 1,800 feet above sea
level, the area became a respite from
the humid summers of Washington
D.C. Dignitaries, ambassadors, and
federal personnel spent summers in
near-by Cascade and enjoyed visiting
Pen Mar and the surrounding area.
President Herbert Hoover first visited
what is now known as Camp David
when his secretary, Larry Ritchie,
bought acreage in the Catoctin
Mountains near Thurmont.
In 1935, the Works Projects
Administration (WPA) began
building the Catoctin Recreational
Demonstration Area Project near
Thurmont, the same area that
Hoover had visited. It was built as
a demonstration site, an example
of how to create parks from overworked farmland. Completed in
1938, it was named Hi-Catoctin
and became a summer camp for
federal agents and their families. The
property housed several small cabins,
a dining hall and a swimming pool.
In 1942, Franklin D. Roosevelt,
during a three-day visit, decided to
convert the camp into a presidential
retreat. He named it Shangri-La for
the fictional Himalayan paradise
in James Hilton’s novel Lost
Horizon. He sent instructions for
remodeling the lodges and asked for

P a t r o n i z e

the construction of a main lodge,
which resembled the Roosevelt home
in Warm Springs, Georgia. Once
constructed, the lodge was named
“The Bear’s Den.”
In 1953, President Dwight D.
Eisenhower renamed Shangri-La
Camp David in honor of his father
and grandson. Today, it is officially
known as Naval Support Facility
Thurmont, and considered a military
instillation. It is staffed by the U.S.
Navy and the U.S. Marine Corps.
As in the past, Presidents and
their staffs are still a part of the
scenery. Local residents share family
stories of a waving Churchill, as his
car made its way to Camp David.
There are numerous stories of
lunches and teas at the Cozy Inn
in downtown Thurmont, where
presidents and their first ladies often
visited. Dignitaries from around the
world, White House staff members,
news commentators, and officials
have been common visitors to
the Thurmont area. Eisenhower’s
grandson, David, and his wife, Tricia
Nixon, spent their honeymoon at
Camp David. Gerald Ford rode his
snowmobile in the area. President
Carter could be found fishing in
the local streams. George W. Bush’s
daughter was married at Camp
David in 1992. Clinton played golf
at the nearby Maple Run Golf Club.
Each president has his own story
to tell of his experiences at Camp
David.
Through the ‘50s and ‘80s,
the local young girls often dated
the guards and military personnel
stationed at Camp David. At that
time, visitors and residents could
drive to the entrance and even visit
the camp with an escort. From those
in the know, I’ve heard the best view
for July 4th Fireworks is near High
Rock on the Camp David grounds.
Helicopters carry the dignitaries
today. You can see and hear them
overhead, and you probably think,
“That must be the president going to
Camp David.”
Now, when I stop where the
Foxville-Deerfield meets Rte. 550,
I look past the railroad tracks and
toward the mountains, looking for
signs of visitors from Washington.
Perhaps I’ll have my own Camp
David Story to share someday.

o u r

Introducing Buck Browning
by Ann Marie Bezayiff

Buck Browning (pictured
right) is the new Executive
Director of Fort Ritchie
Community Center. He joined
the staff in January of 2014. He
comes to FRCC with experience
in non-profit organizations
and community development
programs. “When the position
came open, I wanted to be a
part of this. I feel like all my
previous experiences have
prepared me for this position,”
stated Browning.
He’s not a stranger to the area.
His first contact on the mountain
was helping to establish a Boys and
Girls Club afterschool program at
Cascade Elementary. Originating
from Hagerstown, the program grew
from one day a month into a fulltime program.
He has been a participant in
racing triathlons and bicycling
events hosted in the area. He has
worked with Ken Racine of Racine
Multisports. The company sets up
racing venues while supporting local
charities and non-profits, like FRCC.
Browning has served as a spotter for
endurance swimmers on Lake Royer
as part of the training for triathlons.
An avid bicyclist, his goal is to bike
from his home in Hagerstown to
FRCC.
Asked about plans for FRCC,
he doesn’t foresee any immediate
major changes. For now, his priority
is to listen to staff and community
members and learn everything he can
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about the center and its operations.
Summer camp for children, yard
sales, and annual events are still on
the calendar. He wants to partner
with the community and be a good
leader. Suggestions and ideas are
welcomed.
“I am honored to be part of the
community center,” he said. “We
have a very unique opportunity to
impact our community, and I look
forward to helping develop programs
that benefit people of all ages.”
The first time he saw the Cascade
and Blue Ridge summit area,
the picturesque homes and old
luxury hotels reminded him of the
Greenbrier luxury hotel near his
home in southern West Virginia.
Though they never stayed in the
hotel as guests, his parents took
the family to visit the grounds on
special occasions. He is a graduate of
Shepherd University. He is married
and has one daughter. Browning can
be contacted at bbrowning@thefrcc.
org.

Seniors Lunch: Keep your eye on the reader board outside of St. Marks in
Sabillasville for the next senior lunch gathering. After being shut in from all
this ice and snow, lunch and a game of Bingo sound really good.

A d v e r t i s e r s
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ntertainment

Arts & Entertainment is a place where you can express and share your creative side with the community, whether it be poetry, story excerpt, art, photography, and the like, we welcome you to send us
your entries at news@thecatoctinbanner.com. Let your creativity shine.

The Magical Hallway

Share Your

Creative Side
Email to: news@thecatoctinbanner.com

by Linda Calhoun
When life gets you down and your emotions are whirling
Please take my hand and I will walk you through.
Been there before; have found what works.
Trust me you can; now give me your hand.
Down a hallway we’ll go with doors on each side.
These doors hold your emotions, one at a time.
The first door may be anger; we’ll open with care.
Now explore all your emotions that deal with this door.
I am angry because my family doesn’t care,
I am angry because my old life is gone.
Whatever you feel just let it all out.
For there are no rules behind those doors.
When all said and done and your anger has passed.
You may close the first door; a bit lighter you’ll see.
Now comes door two. Which emotion is it?
That’s something only you can decide.
When your emotions are plenty, and your at wit’s end.
Please picture my hallway with its many doors.
Take one at a time. It’s easier that way.
The magical hallway, quite simple you’ll see.
(Poem copyrighted@Linda Elaine Calhoun 11/16/01)

Save the Date for Catoctin High School’s Artscape

Catoctin’s Artscape will be held on May 14, 2014, from 6:00-8:00 p.m., at Catoctin High School. This is a
celebration of the visual and performing arts. The evening includes a visual art exhibition and a variety of live
performances throughout the evening. The event is open and free to all.

Marie’s
Beauty Salon

21 Meadow Lane • Thurmont

301-271-4551

Senior Citizen
Perms $30
Tue 1 - 8 p.m. • Thu 7 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Fri 7 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat 7 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Call 301-271-4551 for appointment.
Please leave message after 4 rings.

announcements

The Catoctin
Birthday • Engagement
Graduation • Anniversary

Congratulations
Get
Results!

$20.00 (no photo)
$25.00 (w/photo)
Email: news@
thecatoctinbanner.com;
Mail: 515B E. Main St.,
Emmitsburg, MD 21727;
Call: 301-447-2804

Published by www.EPlusPromotes.com

The Catoctin Banner Newspaper

www.TheCatoctinBanner.com

A Tribute to Pete Seeger (May 3,
1919-January 27, 2014)

Self Storage

Courtesy Photo
Come listen to, play, or sing
Pete’s music in the historic stone
chapel at Catoctin Furnace
in Harriet Chapel on Sunday,
March 2, 2014, from 5:00-7:00
p.m. There is a $10.00 suggested
donation. Event benefits Thurmont
Ministerium Emergency Utility
Fund. A soup and sandwich supper
will be available. For more than
seventy years, Pete Seeger has
influenced tens, maybe hundreds of
thousands of singers and musicians.
Songs like “Where Have All the
Flowers Gone?” “Turn, Turn,
Turn,” and “If I Had a Hammer,” served as theme songs to America’s coming
of age. His passion for justice earned him first a blacklisting, then numerous
honors. His music has withstood the whims of society and continues to
speak with boldness and clarity about a world of peace, racial, cultural and
ecological harmony. Seeger leaves behind an amazing legacy of not only songs
but also attitude. Throughout his life he used his music to build communities
and to influence lifestyles.
Rick Hill has been singing folk songs for fifty years. The influence of Pete
Seeger on both his music and his performance is obvious. His songs are about
building caring communities. His performance puts the songs into action as he
teaches and leads songs encouraging others to sing along.
Sunday evening’s program will include a wide variety of Pete Seeger songs,
including songs about peace, ecology, the Hudson River and children’s songs.
Copies of “Rise Up Singing” will be available so that the audience can sing and
play along. Musicians are invited to bring instruments.
For more information, please contact Norman Gibat at 301-471-6416
or Rick Hill at 301-788-0014. Event endorsed by F.A.M.E. (the Frederick
Acoustic Music Enterprises), the Thurmont Ministerium, and Harriet Chapel.

Need Room?
Too Much Clutter?

Let us store it for you!

In
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their own words

Cemetery Fence Damaged

Courtesy Photo

On the evening
of February 4, 2014,
during the ice storm,
a vehicle severely
damaged the cemetery
fence at St. John’s
United Church of
Christ in Sabillasville,
along Harbaugh
Valley Road, just a
few feet from the MD
550 intersection. This
was a set-back in St.
John’s efforts during
the past several years to restore the fence that surrounds the church, which
was built in 1855. In addition to the fence, several of the oldest headstones in
the cemetery were severely damaged. Anyone having information about this
accident, please call St. John’s Church at 301-241-3488 and your call will be
returned.
			— Thank You, St. John’s United Church of Christ

S h a r e Yo u r C r e a t i v e S i d e
W i t h t h e C o m m u n i t y
Email to: news@thecatoctinbanner.com • Fax to: 301-447-2946
Mail to: 515B East Main Street, Emmitsburg, MD 21727

2014 Celtic Concert

LÚNASA

World-renowned Irish instrumental band

Monday, March 17, 7 pm
Marion Burk Knott Auditorium,
NOT JUST FOR PUBLIC!
FOR BUSINESS TOO! CALL TODAY!
Conveniently located on Maple Drive
Across from Thurmont Feed Store

Mount St. Mary’s University
(on the west side of US 15, not at the sports complex)

301-271-7455

T M

FREE admission and parking.
All ages welcome.

&

Crane Rentals, Inc.
Crane

TICKETS ARE REQUIRED
Pick up your FREE advance tickets (limit four/person while supplies last)
at the Emmitsburg or Thurmont Libraries beginning March 1, 2014.
Patrons with advance tickets will be seated between 6:30-6:45 pm. Seats are not guaranteed after 6:45 pm for advance ticket holders.
Patrons without advance tickets are strongly encouraged to pick up numbered standby tickets in the concert hall lobby beginning at 6 pm. Any
unoccupied seats, if available, will be filled by standby ticket holders between 6:45 pm and 7 pm. Due to no-shows, some seats are always available.

ay
1 Creamery W
21727
D
M
g,
ur
Emmitsb

301-447-3718
FAX: 301-447-1722

For details, go to fcpl.org or call 301-600-6329
Underwritten by:

The C. Burr Artz Trust
Presented annually by Frederick County Public Libraries’

Emmitsburg and Thurmont Branches
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Frederick County 4-H Therapeutic Riding Program Offers Volunteer Opportunities
Volunteers are encouraged to
sign-up for the Frederick County
4-H Therapeutic Riding Program
(FC4HTRP) before Spring Volunteer
Training begins on April 5, 2014.
Each year seventy-eight students
receive therapeutic riding lessons
free-of-charge for seven weeks
in the spring and seven weeks in
the fall. The program, which was
established in 1984 with sixteen
riders, maintains a waiting list
of hopeful riders each year. The
FC4HTRP Program’s expansion is
limited to the number of volunteers
who are available to assist with riders
and horses, as well as donations
received. This year over forty riders
are waiting for the opportunity to
participate in the program.
The FC4HTRP provides a
recreational experience and
therapeutic regimen to Frederick
County citizens with medically
certified mental, physical, and
emotional disabilities. Riders must
submit physician, therapist, and
teacher information about their
condition before beginning the
program. FC4HTRP therapists and
instructors review the riders’ medical
history and develop a personalized
program for each student in
collaboration with his/her physician,

Courtesy Photo

therapist, teacher/
also improves their
employer, riding
self-confidence and
instructor, and
encourages them
family members.
to excel in other
“We are very
areas of life,” said
grateful for the
Endlich.
volunteers that
Each year,
commit their time
riders are selected
to our program,”
to compete in a
said Debbie
horse show at
Endlich, president
the Frederick
of FC4HTRP.
Fairgrounds
“Without them we
during the Great
would not be able
Frederick Fair and
to offer our riders
to participate in
weekly 45-minute
Special Olympics.
rides during the
One student,
spring and fall
Kristofer
sessions. If more
Schrumpf, was
folks are able to
born with Autism.
join our volunteer
Frustrated with
program, we
Kristofer Schrump participating in the Special his inability to
Olympics in 2012.
would be able
communicate, he
to serve more
suffered emotional
students.”
outbursts. He also exhibited
Fee-based classes are also offered
deficiencies in fine and gross motor
during the winter and summer on
skills, making normal sport activities
Saturday mornings, as well as private
difficult. As a FC4HTRP student,
therapeutic lessons to our students.
he learned that he had to control
“Learning to balance on the
his anger when communicating with
horse, to steer, control, and interact
horses to get a positive response.
with a large animal not only
And, he began to accept instructions
improves muscle tone, balance, and
from teachers and therapists without
coordination for our riders, but it
angry outbursts. Riding horses

also improved Kristofer’s handeye coordination and balance, and
he now participates and wins in
statewide horse shows.
“He is now a college-bound,
honors student at Urbana High
School, president of the Emerging
Leaders Club, and speaks fluent
German,” said Nancy Schrumpf.
“Our family is most grateful to be
part of the FC4HTRP family. We
thank them and all the generous
supporters from the community for
improving the life of our son.”
Volunteers Needed: To learn more
about therapeutic horseback riding or
to volunteer visit www.fc4htrp.org.
Donations and Rider and Horse
Sponsorships keep this program
going. To Sponsor a Rider ($500 halfyear or $1,000 full-year) or Sponsor a
Therapy Horse ($1,000 yearly), please
contact Debbie Endlich, FC4HTRP
President, at 301-898-3587.
To make a donation, please send
checks or money orders to 11515
Angleberger Road, Thurmont, MD
21788.
Follow them on Facebook: https://
www.facebook.com/FC4HTRP
The Frederick County 4H
Therapeutic Riding Program
(FC4HTRP) is a non-profit
therapeutic riding program.
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happily ever after
by Valerie Nusbaum

In Like a Lion
Seriously, I don’t care how it
goes out, so long as it goes. That
phrase “In like a lion, out like a
lamb” traditionally pertains to just
the month of March, but I’m talking
about the whole horrible winter that
we’ve been experiencing.
This is how I know I’ve gotten
old. I no longer like snow.
When I was young and foolish,
I ran outside to play as soon as the
first flakes began to fall. As a child,
I prayed for snow days and couldn’t
wait to build forts and snowmen,
spending entire days outdoors and
only coming inside when my mother
caught me without a hat on my
head.
As a young adult, full of romantic
notions, I took long walks through
the falling snow with the suitor
of the moment, and later with
Randy after he’d told me that there
wouldn’t be any more suitors.
Randy and I loved playing in the
beautiful white stuff. He surprised
me once by going outside and
drawing a heart in the snow and
writing our initials inside. When
I looked out the window from
upstairs, I saw it and nearly cried.
Randy made the heart by mashing
down the snow with his boots. I
know what you were thinking. He
actually tried that other thing once.
Hubby decided to write my name,
but he only managed the first three
letters. He hadn’t drunk enough
water.

Drop Your Change
Don’t forget to
drop your change
to benefit area food
banks.

When the Johnsons lived next
door to us, Randy and I waited
until Jamie took the boys out for a
grocery run one snowy day, and we
hurried outside and built a ten-foottall snowman smack in the middle
of their driveway. When Jamie got
home and couldn’t pull her car into
the driveway, she was a good sport
about it. We laughed and laughed,
even laughed next day when we
couldn’t open our front door
because the Johnsons had piled all
their snow on our porch.
Now we’re old and grumpy, and
we don’t play in the snow anymore.
The Fulmers live next door now, and
we’d never pull those stunts, mostly
because Randy is afraid of Steve.
I get anxious when the weather
forecasters start predicting snow
or ice. What if the power goes
out? Will we be able to make it to
our doctor’s appointments? I hate
being this way, and I really miss the
carefree, fun girl I used to be. Being
cold and wet didn’t matter to me
in those days. Even if I didn’t go
outside, it used to be that I could sit
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by the window and watch it snow
all day while I read a good book
or watched somebody slowly go
insane on Lifetime, cozy beside the
fireplace and snug in my blankie.
Now I worry about everything.
Randy could hurt himself shoveling
or get in an accident trying to drive
to work. Our parents could slip and
fall, or worse.
We have wonderful neighbors
who realize that we are old and
feeble, and we can’t thank them
enough for their kindness in clearing
our sidewalks and driveway during
this awful winter. Thank you,
Nancy and Wade and Steve and
Brooke. We do appreciate it. Randy
and I also appreciate the great job
the guys who work for the town
of Thurmont do in clearing our
streets. Those men are out working
in the cold while we’re home safe
and warm. And we’re grateful that
when we do need to get out and
go somewhere, we’re able to do it.
Randy wanted me to mention that
he would be most appreciative if the
snowplow drivers would try to be a
little more quiet in the middle of the
night. Hubby needs his rest.
As I sit here this morning
writing my column, Topper Shutt
is predicting a Nor’Easter coming
our way. My stomach is in knots.
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I need to get to the eye doctor on
Thursday, because I really need new
glasses. My mother’s power was out
for days during the ice storm last
week, and her furnace was on the
fritz, so she stayed with us. Should
I go get her and bring her back here
now? I might not be able to get there
tomorrow. My in-laws lost their
phone and cable service last week.
They couldn’t watch television
or talk to anyone but each other.
Another day of that, and someone
could have gotten killed. All this
worrying is making me crazy.
I’m resolving right here and now
that if it does snow tomorrow, I’m
going outside to play in it, and I’m
dragging Randy with me. Maybe
Brooke will come out and play with
us. Yes, I’ll get sick and/or hurt
and maybe arrested for throwing
snowballs and breaking windows.
My aim will be off without my new
glasses. None of that matters. For
one glorious half hour, I’ll be young
again. My nose will be running like
a faucet, and I’ll be wearing several
hats. Maybe I’ll only stay out for
fifteen minutes, but I’ll act like a kid
and have some fun. Of course, it
will take me twenty minutes to put
on all my waterproof snow gear; I’ll
hardly be able to walk, but think of
the fun we’ll have!
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our neighborhood veterans

by Tony Wivell
Surprise! This month I have
asked the folks at The Catoctin
Banner if we can skip one of Jim’s
famous “Our Neighborhood
Veterans” articles to take a moment
to honor him and let readers
know just how special Jim is to
our community. Needless to say,
the Banner staff felt Jim was very
special also and agreed to post the
article. Deb Spalding’s (Publisher,
The Catoctin Banner) comments
were as follows: “Jim is a friend to
many Veterans and a member of
many Veteran organizations. He
serves as a glue between them and
the community and uses his column
to tie the people, the organizations,
and the communities together.
This is a great gift. He has always
had a welcoming personality that
puts people at ease. Through Jim’s
column, we are able to honor
people who have contributed to our
community and to our country. I
find his contribution to The Catoctin
Banner invaluable.”
Many of us—myself included—
thoroughly enjoy reading Jim’s
column and learning about the local
Veterans whom many of us know
but have never had a chance to hear
their stories. These are stories that
Jim puts countless hours and effort
into, and that are really a great
contribution to many.
Not only does Jim put
tremendous effort and time in
honoring our local Veterans, but he
also is, and has been, a vital asset to

several local Veteran organizations.
Jim has served as the Senior Vice
President for the Emmitsburg VFW
Men’s Auxiliary, the Commander
of the Francis X. Elder Sons of
American Legion (SAL), and also
holds the Officer position of 3rd
Vice Commander at the AMVETS
Post 7 in Thurmont.
Jim wears multiple hats in all
of these organizations, and wears
them very well. Other than official
positions held, Jim has many
other unofficial positions that are
never left short. It’s rare that you
don’t see him at any of the above
organizations’ many functions,
helping out wherever he can.
Jim recently received the
Commander’s Award for Most
Valuable Player. Dale Valentine,
Commander of the Francis X. Elder
American Legion in Emmitsburg,
presented the award to Jim and
read its purpose: “In Recognition
of Outstanding Leadership and
Service as the Leader of the Sons
of American Legion Benefiting our
Community, State, and Nation.”
There are some interesting things
about Jim that I was able to obtain
thanks to his “also awesome”
daughter, Missy Houck. Jim learned
to cook in his earlier days and still is
a well-trained chef. He was schooled
on many types of cuisine, including
French and International. At one
point, he had his own restaurant
and bar located in Taneytown,
Maryland. As a youngster, he

used to set up pins at the old
Emmitsburg bowling alley. Jim also
enjoys fishing. Jim is blessed with
two children of his own, as well
as six grandchildren and twelve
great-grandchildren (with another
on the way). In addition, this past
November 2013 was Jim’s and his
lovely wife, Joan’s, 50th wedding
anniversary.
Jim has an extensive background
of the military through close family
Veterans of his own, and knows
firsthand the sacrifices that have
been made by us and our country.
Jim never did join the military,
despite his best efforts. He’s still a
very honorable man and, without a
doubt, would give you the shirt off
his back if you needed it. A recent
article written by Jim in January
2013 read: “I now serve the best
way I know how by honoring our
military Veterans in print, and by
having the privilege of interviewing
our armed service heroes and
informing our community of their
life in people’s neighborhoods.”
There are so many good things
to be said about Jim Houck. At
seventy years old, Jim is still a
huge supporter for many activities
that occur locally of which many
people are not aware. He’s one of
the friendliest, most compassionate,
honest, humble, and giving persons
you will ever encounter. Without
him, and the very few supporters
like him in the community, many
would go without.
So, THANK YOU Jim Houck
and thank you to those left out
there—like Jim—who find time to
be active within our community.
Whether your contribution is small
or large, your efforts are truly
appreciated.
Even though Jim is not
technically a Veteran, he is still a
hero in my book. Please join me in
extending sincere appreciation for
all of his personal time, dedication,
and his many ongoing efforts.
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James (Jim) Aubrey Houck, Jr.

I would like to extend an outreach
to our communities for Volunteers.
If others don’t soon find time in their
busy lives to become active within
their community, many of the free
events and support systems will soon
come to a screeching halt. We are
lucky we have the volunteers we do.
From what I’ve seen, the majority
of people you see out there doing all
of these community events are the
same ones that have been doing it for
twenty, forty, sixty, or more years.
The influx of new members stepping
up within the community has nearly
stopped, and although I’m not onehundred percent sure of the reason,
it’s sad and unfortunate that our
children in this generation may not
have the same experiences growing
up that we had. Fireworks, fishing
derbies, town parades, fundraisers,
and the vital systems that are funded
by these non-profit organizations,
such as Veterans in need, the food
banks, and Pregnancy Center, may
no longer exist. Please consider
volunteering your time.

Lending decisions are made faster
when the decisions are made
in Frederick County.
When you apply for a loan from us you can count on it being processed quickly.
That’s because each loan is underwritten with ongoing review and an approval process that
occurs within our local offices – resulting in a faster decision. What’s your lending need? Let’s talk!
Chuck Reeder
Commercial Loan Officer
26 Years of Banking Experience
301-898-4786 • creeder@woodsborobank.com • 50 Carroll Creek Way, Suite 310 • Frederick, MD • woodsborobank.com
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community veteran event board
Send your Veteran Organization’s News

AMVETS Post 7 Thurmont

The Sons of AMVETS Squadron 7 will be holding their annual Catfish
and Chicken Fry on Saturday, March 22, 2014, from 4:00-7:00 p.m. Doors
will open at 3:00 p.m. The cost is $15.00 per person. The menu includes fried
Catfish, fried Chicken, sides, dessert, soda, and water, as well as can and bottle
AMVETS milk.
Bingo: March 5 and 19, 2014.

VFW Post 6658 Upcoming Events

The following are upcoming events at VFW Post 6658 Emmitsburg:
Saturday, March 1—DJ Southpaw, 9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.; Saturday, March 8—
Shuffleboard Tournament, 3:00 p.m., $5 entry, sign up the day of tournament;
Saturday, March 15—Open Jukebox, 8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.; Saturday, March
22—DJ Southpaw, 9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.; Saturday, March 29—Open Jukebox,
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m.; Free line dance class every Monday evening, 7:00-9:00
p.m. Shuffleboard and Dart leagues forming. Stop in or call 301-447-6141.

Sons of the American Legion Post 121
Emmitsburg

On Saturday, March 15, 2014, the Sons of the American Legion Post 121
will host an Old Fashion Pig Roast at the Emmitsburg Ambulance building
in Emmitsburg, from 4:00-7:00 p.m. Doors will open at 3:00 p.m. Tickets
are: $25.00 per couple; $15.00 for children ages 12 and up; free for children
under age 12. Menu includes hand-pulled Pork, saurkraut, baked beans, Kaiser
rolls, dessert, adult beverage, soda, and water. The event benefits those in the
community who are in need.
On Saturday, March 22, 2014, will be the Annual Catfish and Chicken
Fry, from 4:00-7:00 p.m. Doors will open at 3:00 p.m. The cost is $15.00 per
person.
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Emmitsburg Masons Installs Officers for
2014
Tyrian Lodge #205
Emmitsburg installed officers
for the upcoming year.
Pictured from left are: (Front
row) Ed Hahn, Senior Warden;
Ernie Gelwicks, Worshipful
Master; Kevin Poole, Junior
Warden; (Second row) Austin
Fogle, Senior Deacon; Brian
Jestes, Secretary; Dave Wilt,
Junior Steward; Ron Cool,
Junior Deacon; Ron Hedges,
Chaplain. Unavailable were
Phil Bower, Treasurer, and Ken
Livesay, Senior Steward.
Courtesy Photo

Trouts Towne Restaurant Hosts 1Lt Rob
Seidel Pancake Supper

An All-You-Can-Eat Pancake Supper, hosted by Trouts Towne Restaurant,
will be held on Tuesday, March 4, 2014, from 4:00-7:00 p.m. The restaurant
is located at 200 North 2nd Street in Woodsboro, Maryland. The cost is $8.00
and a non-perishable food item. Food items to benefit Walkersville Food Bank.
All proceeds will benefit the 1Lt Rob Seidel Wounded Soldiers. Please come
out and support these brave men and women! Call 301-898-5686 for more
information.

Get Results!
AdvertISE IN...

THE CATOCTIN
BANNER!
Full Color, Affordable,
& Effective
Local Advertising
for Your Business!
Call 301-447-2804 or email
ads@thecatoctinbanner.com

Patronize the Advertisers in The Catoctin Banner!
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Tickling Our Tastebuds
by Denise Valentine
Hello, everyone! I Have Had Enough Of This Snow, Ice, And BelowFreezing Temperatures! I am hopeful that by capitalizing that statement, I
might scare away the winter weather. I’m sure there are many of you out there
who feel the same way. By the time this issue reaches you, the temperatures are
supposed to be a bit warmer. Wouldn’t that be a wonderful thing? But since
the cold weather is holding on, I am still thinking about nice, tummy-warming
recipes.
I am going to share a recipe for Lasagna that is simple and easy to prepare.
I cut it off a noodle box years ago. And by using prepared spaghetti sauce, I
save lots of time and money on extra ingredients and spices. Lasagna will also
freeze well. If you shop at Sam’s, Costco’s, or BJ’s, and so on, buy in bulk and
prepare several pans at one time. After you make a few, you will get the hang
of it, and you can divide ingredients accordingly in different size pans to feed
groups of different sizes. For example, a loaf pan works well for “dinner for
two” and you will get three pans out of one recipe (give one to a friend).

Easy Lasagna

Catholic Pre K - Grade 8

We Are MOTHER SETON SCHOOL...

1 package (16 oz.) lasagna noodles

2 eggs

4 cups (2 lbs.) ricotta cheese		

2 tablespoons chopped fresh parsley

2 cups (8 oz.) shredded mozzarella
3 cups (about 26 oz. Jar)
cheese				spaghetti sauce, divided
¼ cup grated Parmesan cheese			

Cook pasta according to package directions; drain. Lay flat on foil to
cool. Heat oven to 350 degrees.
In a large bowl, stir together cheeses, eggs and parsley; add salt and
pepper if desired. Spread ½ cup of spaghetti sauce in the bottom of
13x9x2 baking dish. Arrange 4 pasta noodles lengthwise over the sauce,
overlapping edges. Spread 1/3 of the cheese filling over the pasta; spread
with about 2/3 cup of spaghetti sauce. Repeat the layer twice. Cover with
pasta and the remaining sauce. Sprinkle with additional Parmesan cheese,
if desired; cover with foil. Bake 30 minutes or until hot and bubbly.
Remove the foil; bake 15 minutes or until lightly browned. Let stand 15
minutes before cutting. This will make 8 to 10 servings.
*Options: (1) lay spinach leaves on the cheese in each layer; (2) brown 1
pound of lean ground beef, drain and add to sauce.

Responsible
studious & prepared

Fun Facts About Clovers

NOW ENROLLING FOR FALL 2014

Legend says that each leaf of the clover means something: the first is for
hope, the second is for faith, the third is for love, and the fourth is for
luck.

TAKE-A-TOUR TUESDAY March 4, 18, 25

10 a.m. - 1 p.m. &
7 p.m. - 8 p.m.

301.447.3161 . 100 Creamery Rd . Emmitsburg, MD . 21727
MotherSetonSchool.org

One estimate suggests that there are about 10,000 regular three-leaf
clovers for every lucky four-leaf clover.
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Catoctin Chronicles
by Labella A. Kreiner

Winter Season Closings
With spring just around the corner,
the winter sports season is quickly
coming to a close. All of our sports
teams have competed in their regional
meets, trying to leave a mark on the
team’s final ranking. And all of their
hard work and training through these
past bitter cold months has paid off.
We have many county top-ranked
athletes in our school from this
season’s sports teams.
From the wrestling team, we have
seven athletes who are ranked in the
top three spots in Frederick County.
In the 132 lb. weight class, Garrett
Buckley is ranked third overall.
Garrett recently won his 100th match
on February 1, fighting against South
Hagerstown. Wayne Wivell is ranked
second in the 138 lb. weight class;

Charlie Perella is ranked first overall
in the 145 lb. weight; Patrick Guilday
is ranked first in the 152 lb. weight
class; Liam Fitzpatrick is ranked third
in the 170 lb. weight class; and Ethan
Shriner is ranked third in the 182 lb.
weight class.
Our basketball teams wrapped
up the season well, with the boys
team placing seventh in the Antietam
Division, with one win eight losses in
their league, and two wins fourteen
losses overall. Jarrett Shoemaker is
ranked in the scoring category, scoring
205 points, with a 14.6 average.
Following behind him is Colby Smith,
scoring 176 points, with a 14.6
average as well. Jacob Tokar is ranked
for his rebounds, scoring 40 rebounds
this season, with a 5.7 average. Mark

Share Your Good News With
The Catoctin Community!
Send your news to: The Catoctin Banner, 515B East Main Street, Emmitsburg,
MD 21727 ◊ news@thecatoctinbanner.com ◊ 240-288-0108 message line
◊ 301-447-2804 phone ◊ 301-447-2946 fax
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Speak is also ranked for his rebounds,
scoring 76 rebounds this season, with
a 5.4 average. And, this past season,
Kendall Smith ranked for his assists,
with 53 assists and a 4.2 average.
Our girls basketball team fought hard
this year and placed fourth in the
Antietam Division, with four wins
and five losses in their league, and
seven wins and nine losses overall.
Kristy Erfurdt worked amazingly hard
this season ranking in the scoring,
rebounding, and assisting categories,
ending the season with 209 points,
111 rebounds, and 50 assists.
In addition, our track and field
team worked very hard at their
regional meet. For the boys, Patrick
Van Der Cruyssen ranked second in
the 500 meter dash and the 800 meter
run; David Dorsey ranked first in the
1 mile and 2 mile, second in the 400
meter relay, and first in the 800 meter
relay; Cory Rice ranked second in
the high jump; Noah Stone ranked
seventh in the high jump, followed by
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Jacob Larochelle and Jackson Steinly.
As for the girls, Jasmine Herman
ranked second for the 300 meter dash.
All of these top performances landed
them the chance to compete at States.
Overall, the winter season came
to a magnificent close, and soon
the spring season will begin and
new records will be made. Plus,
graduation is only a few months
away; purchases are already being
made for class rings, graduation
gowns, caps, and tassels. Advanced
Placement tests are coming up in
May, and students are cramming for
their final exams.
Thank you for reading and staying
updated with events going on at
Catoctin High School!
If you wish to contact me for
any information, future article
suggestions, or news, please email me
at labellakreiner@hotmail.com, and
I will try to be in touch with you as
soon as I can. Thank you and God
bless.

Looking for Something Fun to Do?
Reference the Community Calendar on page 39 to view the
calendar for events of interest, including bingos, breakfasts,
dinners, programs, benefits, dances, shows, library programs,
and much more!
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looking back — 1888

Wes ter n U n i o n P l a ys Ha rd B a ll in
Emmi ts b u r g

by James Rada, Jr.
As the school year wound to a close
in 1888, students at Mount St. Mary’s
College and St. Joseph’s College began
wondering how they were going to get
home. The stagecoaches and railroad
were running, but the students were
waiting on word from their parents
about how they were traveling home.
The telegraph office in Emmitsburg
had closed up in the beginning of June,
leaving students to anxiously await
each day’s mail to get word from their
parents.
The reason for closing the office
had been a business decision. It wasn’t
that people stopped wanting to send
telegrams. Emmitsburg received plenty
of business, particularly with two
colleges nearby with young men and
women who needed to communicate
with parents (and probably ask for
money). No, the business decision that
brought about the closure was that the
Western Union Telegraph Company had
not gotten what it wanted.
The Emmitsburg Chronicle reported,
“The facts as we have learned them are
that this great Company has desired the
people of this village and its community
to supply a new lot of poles between
this place and Mechanicstown, about
eight miles distant, and the poles…not
being forthcoming and unlikely to be so,
under the circumstances, this grinding
monopoly, that makes its big dividends
from the necessities of the people has
shut down on us.”
The New York and Mississippi
Valley Printing Telegraph Company

opened for business in 1851.
When the company consolidated
several telegraph lines in 1856 across
the Mississippi River, the company
changed its name to Western Union.
In 1861, the company created the first
transcontinental telegraph line across
the country.
According to the Frederick News,
the Western Union Telegraph Company
obtained its right to erect poles to hold
the telegraph lines in all post towns
of the United States from an act of
Congress passed in 1866. This gave the
company inroads into every community
throughout the country, and it became
a major form of communication for
Americans. By 1871, Western Union
added money transfers to its services.
Western Union was such a large and
powerful company that it was one of the
original companies included in the Dow
Jones Industrial Index.
It wasn’t surprising that such a large
and powerful company would expect to
get what it wanted from a small town
of fewer than eight hundred people. The
Emmitsburg burgess and commissioners
hadn’t backed down, though, and
Western Union had decided to play hard
ball.
The Frederick News didn’t explain
why the Emmitsburg office had
closed. It only told its readers that the
Emmitsburg office had been closed
and any business would have to be
transacted through the Frederick office
via telephone. The telephone industry
was still in its youth, but it was

BOLLINGER HOMES, LLC
We specialize in...

Custom Home Builder & Remodeler
• Additions

Custom Homes &
Remodeling

• Garages

Bollinger Homes, LLC have been building custom homes,
building additions and remodeling for over 20 years in
Maryland, Pennsylvania, Virginia, and West Virginia.

• Patios
• Decks
• Concrete Walks
• Siding & Roofing

Call for a FREE ESTIMATE!
Phone 301.447.6917
Fax 301.447.2704
1 Creamery Way
Emmitsburg, MD 21727
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growing. Incidents like
this would only serve
to cost Western Union
future business.
Frederick City
was having its own
frustrations with
Western Union. The
city was in the process
of installing electric
lights throughout the
city limits. The city
government asked that
the lights be allowed to
hang from telephone
poles in order to save
the taxpayers money.
The Western Union
Company turned down
the request. Because
of the congressional
mandate, the city
couldn’t force them to
allow it, so Frederick
had to pay for
additional poles to be
erected.
A Western Union telegraph operator in 1908.
The newspapers
don’t note who
eventually gave in during the
the community which has learned to
Emmitsburg argument, but the
depend on the facilities attended by
Chronicle noted, “The movement,
telegraphic communication is a petty
to our view, is about the meanest
and contemptible vengeance even for a
exhibition of overbearing arrogance
soulless corporation.”
and contemptible exhibition of greed
It is also certain that when the office
of which a great corporation could be
reopened, Western Union had lost much
guilty. Their charges however oppressive
of the goodwill it might have had in the
have not been disputed, and the attempt
community.
to compel the petty concession from

a n n o u n c e m e n t s
The Catoctin Birthday • Engagement • Graduation

Get• Anniversary
Results!

$20.00 (no photo); $25.00 (w/photo)

Email: news@thecatoctinbanner.com; Mail: 515B E.
Main St., Emmitsburg, MD 21727; Call: 301-447-2804

Play Our Games!
Play our Where Am I? and Hidden Object games on page 5.
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senior moments

Hello, again!
I won’t even mention the weather
we have experienced so far this
winter. We have had enough—just
smile and think about spring; it’s just
a few more weeks away!
There will be some changes at
the Thurmont Senior Center. Patt
Troxell has resigned as president of
the Board of Directors (BoD). Patt,
as most of you know, had served as
coordinator for many years until she
resigned in 1999, coming back to
serve again for the past three years.
Patt will remain on the Board, but
just doesn’t have the time or stamina
to remain as president. We thank
her for all of her efforts and input.
George Anzelone will move up
from director to the president of the
Board. George has been a volunteer
at the Center for several years, and
has a good sense of what his new
position will require.
Our coordinator Kay Knepper has
given notice that she will be leaving
in March. She accepted a full-time
position that she is looking forward
to. She is also planning to get her
college degree. She has served us
well, and we will miss her. We all
wish her the very best in whatever
she chooses to do.
If you are interested in filling the
position of coordinator at the Center,
please call 301-271-7911 to set up
an appointment for an interview.
We are looking for a mature person,
with some computer abilities. The
hours are 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.,
Monday through Friday.
I want to also tell you about a
Senior Property Tax Credit. Do you
know that you may qualify for a
senior property tax credit? If you
are a resident of Frederick County
and 65 years or older, with a gross
income of $60,000 or less, you can
qualify.
At the request of the Thurmont
Senior Center BoD, Thurmont
Commissioner Bill Buehrer arranged
for Ms. Diane Fox, Director of
Frederick County Treasury, to give
an hour Powerpoint presentation
at the Center on March 4, 2014,
at 1:30 p.m. She can and will tell
you how, where, and when you can
apply. The necessary forms will be
available at the Center and at the
Town office. There is no charge. You
have nothing to lose but an hour of
your time, and you may learn how to
take advantage of the tax credit. Pass
the word along to your neighbors
and friends. Though not required,
a call ahead (301-271-7911) if you
plan to attend would help us to set
up seating space.

(right)

The Center is handicapped
accessible. In addition to the parking
lot, there is handicap and curbside
parking. Parking is also available
behind the police station, with a
walkway leading to the Center.
Mark your calendars now for:
March 4—Senior Property Tax
Credit information, 1:30 p.m.;
March 13—Birthday party, 12:30
p.m.; March 17—St. Patty’s Day pot
luck, 12:00 p.m.; March 19—St. Patty’s Day pot luck, 1:00 p.m., 50/50
Bingo.
The February birthday party
had to be rescheduled to February
27. The Valentine’s Day pot-luck
was canceled due to the white stuff.
Just look at the white stuff in the
driveway leading to Doris Roman’s
house (pictured right). I’m looking
forward to hearing from some others
who can tell us how they managed to
make the best of the worst storm we
have had in a long time.
In spite of the weather, the Center
stays pretty busy. There is an active
chapter of the Red Hat Mamas
at the Center. Nothing seems to
slow them down. They have thirtyplus members in their group, with
something in the works all the time:
Teas, shows, tours, luncheons,
theater, boat trips—one large happy
group.
We do put out a monthly flyer
with all of the regular and special
activities, as well as the menu. The
50/50 Bingo continues to draw a
nice group every third Wednesday, so
bring a friend. It only costs $5.00 to
play. The prizes are not grand, but
it sure is a fun way to spend a few
hours.
And speaking of a few hours—if
you have some to spare—we sure
would welcome you as a volunteer.
As always, we appreciate all of our
volunteers. We couldn’t operate the
Center without these volunteers.

Charter of
the Red Hat
Mamas at the
Thurmont
Senior
Center,
now with
thirty-plus
members.

Courtesy
Photos

Pick up the
Center’s
monthly flyer,
which lists
all of their
activities and
the menu for
that month.

And we thank all of those who make
contributions to the Center. It’s a great
help to us, and we hope our 501(c)(3)
designation is of some help to them.
A few reminders: VITA income
tax help is Monday and Friday, from
9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.; a free lunch
goes to the oldest and youngest
senior who is celebrating their
birthday in that month; the Center
is closed when the schools are closed
because of inclement weather; the
Center is open when there is a twohour delay for the schools.
In the last issue, I told you that
Anna May, a regular for many years

here at the Center, had a stroke.
Unfortunately Anna will not be able
to live alone. She is such a lovely
lady, and I know you would make
her day if you could send her a card.
Address it to Anna May, Room
222, Glade Valley Rehab Center, 56
W. Frederick St., Walkersville, MD
21793.
We send our sincere condolences
to the family of Marsha Opel and to
the family of De-De Webster.
And always remember: A Simple
Act of Kindness has a beauty all
its own. Spring is just a few weeks
away... SMILE.

Need to Place a Classified?
Classified Advertising costs 40¢ per
word with a minimum of $10 for line
listings. Photo Classified are $20 per
ad limited to 1” height. Send your
written listing, photo and payment
to: The Catoctin Banner at 515B East
Main Street, Emmitsburg, MD 21727
or 13425 Moser Road, Thurmont, MD
21788. Call 301-447-2804 or email
ads@thecatoctinbanner.com

w w w.
T h e C a t o c t i n B a n n e r.
com
Your Good News Community Newspaper
Serving Northern Frederick County,
Maryland, Since 1995

Page 38

March 2014

The Catoctin Banner Newspaper

classifieds
Classified Advertising costs 40¢ per word with a minimum of $10 for line listings. Photo Classified are $20 per ad limited to
1” height. Send your written listing, photo and payment to: The Catoctin Banner at 515B East Main Street, Emmitsburg, MD
21727 or 13425 Moser Road, Thurmont, MD 21788. Call 301-447-2804 or email ads@thecatoctinbanner.com.

For Rent

Services

APARTMENTS FOR RENT: One and Two
bedrooms in the Cascade, Blue Ridge Summit
area. Call Kelly Ash at 301-241-4726.

GOT MUD? Need gravel? Will grade, deliver,
spread, and tamp. ALSO, shed pads, tree and yard
work. 240-529-3991.

OCEAN CITY, MD RENTALS: 32nd Street
Bayside efficiency; sleeps 4, no pets, 2 blocks
to beach, 3-night minimum. $125 per night, tax
included. 301-447-2923.

DRUM LESSONS. Rock/jazz drum set
and hand drums. All ages, levels, styles.
Professional educator and performer with over
40 years experience. Mr. Paul 301-271-7390.
paulsdrumstudio@comcast.net.

Large room, private bath and balcony, utilities,
cable, Internet, semi private entrance. No pets,
no smoking, great for a student! 113 East Main
St., Emmitsburg MD. $550/Month. Please call
301-447-6557.
HOUSE FOR RENT: Package Deal. Includes
electric/water./sewer/ oil heat/cable/internet/ all
appliances/.mowing/snowplowing. $1,500 per
month. Idea for an elderly couple. Come take a
look. Phone 301-639-2602.
Hall Rental: Weddings, Banquets, Events of any
kind. Call the American Legion at 301-271-4411.
MOON BOUNCE for rent, $100.00 per day. 240674-3856.

Wanted
WANTED: Any unwanted lawn mowers, tillers,
snow blowers or yard items. Will pick up FREE.
Call 301-271-4266.
WANTED: Mount professor seeking home for
growing family. 4+ bedrooms, 2+ baths, central
A/C, otherwise flexible. 225K. This could be your
opportunity to sell. Call Brent at 301-271-0721.
WANTED: New Confinement Shop in Thurmont
Maryland Looking for high quality hand-crafted
items made by local artisans and crafters. Please
contact Debbie Mascaro at 240-344-0870 or
email catoctinhopechest@yahoo.com.
WANTED: Antiques & Collectibles like crocks,
jugs, postcards, photographs, advertising items,
old signs, toys, trains (pre-1965), vintage jewelry
(sterling & gold), antique furniture, guns, pottery,
old holiday decorations, political items, hunting/
fishing items, artwork, old dolls, etc. Will buy one
item, collection, or entire estate. 301-514-2631.
DONATE YOUR CAR: All proceeds benefit the
Catoctin Pregnancy Center. 301-447-3391.

Notices
ATTENTION LADIES: Join us on April 26th
from 8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. for first annual Ladies’
Day, Catoctin Church of Christ, 140 N. Carroll St.,
Thurmont. “Women As Gatekeepers”. Speaker,
spiritual encouragement, prayer, songs, food,
Christian fellowship. Call 301-271-2069.
YOU WILL FLIP over our new catalog!! Home
Interiors is BACK! Call 301-447-2073 or email
hgpartygirl62@aol.com.
How Would You Like To FEEL 25 Years
YOUNGER and LIVE 25 Years LONGER? Go to
www.Shaklee.net/JCE NOW! Read how VIVIX
Cellular Anti-Aging Tonic is a REVOLUTIONARY
BREAKTHROUGH in the fight against cellular
aging. All natural. Order yours TODAY! Contact
Jeanne at 301-305-1466. www.Shaklee.net/JCE.

Share Your Good News!
• news@thecatoctinbanner.com •
• Message Line 240-288-0108 •
• Publisher’s Line 301-447-2804 •

Bookkeeping / QuickBooks services provided.
Very reasonable rates; excellent references. If
interested, please call 301-676-0657.
FREE PICK UP: Appliances working or not
working. Also, old mowers, tillers, etc. Anything
metal. 240-674-7788.
Rick Hurley & Son Small Engine Repair Service.
Call 301-271-2117 or 240-285-2494 (leave
message).
PIANO LESSONS: Experienced professional
musician and certified public school teacher. All
ages. Adults Welcome. Located in Thurmont.
Call or text Beth at 240-529-8108 or email beth@
gnarlyartly.com.
Quality wedding invitations/accessories at a
discounted price! Joyce at 301-271-1107.

For Sale
HOUSE FOR SALE: 13701 Graceham Road,
Thurmont. $140K, 2 BR, 1BA, 2 Car Garage,
Enclosed Front Porch, Storage Shed sitting on
approximately 3/4 acre. For more info. or to
schedule an appointment, call Joann at 301-2712180.
Full Multi Gym by IMPEX Powerhouse Club
9. A full multi gym workout bench with leg lift,
cable pull and weight bar along with 300 lbs. of
weights. Bench is adjustable, offers numerous
exercises. Plenty of extra attachments to make
your workout complete! $325/OBO. Call 301271-4280 or 301-788-6417.
ITEMS FOR SALE: Good Amish Wooden
Cradle; Antique Stoves: Pot Belly Wood
Burner and Magic Chef Gas Burners (4). Good
Condition. Call: 301-271-2307.
2008 Honda Civic Si. 2 door. 62,000 miles.
6-speed, 2.0 liter 4
cyl VTEC engine.
Asking $14,000.
Call or text
301-473-0751
for more info or
email dhoff921@
hotmail.com.

Play Our Games
Don’t forget to Play our Hidden
Object and Where Am I? Games
on page 5! You could be the
winner of a gift certificate to one
of our advertisers!
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your public library

Where Community & Ideas Connect

by Erin Dingle, Administrator, Thurmont Regional Library/Emmitsburg Branch Library,
edingle@frederickcountymd.gov

Celtic Concert Ticket Details
Free tickets are available starting
March 1, 2014, at 10:00 a.m., at
Emmitsburg and Thurmont libraries,
to hear world-renowned Irish
instrumental band, Lúnasa, perform at
the 2014 Celtic Concert on Monday,
March 17, at 7:00 p.m., at the Marion
Burk Knott Auditorium at Mount
St. Mary’s University in Emmitsburg.
The free and family-friendly event,
underwritten by the C. Burr Artz
Trust and Plamondon Hospitality
Partners, is presented annually by the
Emmitsburg and Thurmont libraries.
Tickets are required. Free advance
tickets can be picked up (limit four/
person while supplies last) at the
Emmitsburg or Thurmont Libraries.
Patrons with advance tickets will be
seated between 6:30-6:45 p.m. Seats
are not guaranteed after 6:45 p.m.
for advance ticket holders. This is
important! Patrons without advance
tickets are strongly encouraged to
pick up numbered standby tickets
in the concert hall lobby, beginning
at 6:00 p.m. Any unoccupied seats,
if available, will be filled by standby
ticket holders between 6:45 p.m. and
7:00 p.m. Due to no-shows, some seats
are always available.
The Luck of the Library Friends
The luck of the Irish and just fifty
cents gives you a chance to win a
beautiful Irish-themed basket that
includes four front-row reserved seats
to see Lúnasa at Mount St. Mary’s.
You’ll be supporting the good work of
the Friends of the Thurmont Regional
Library, an organization that plays an
important role in the community. The
funds raised throughout the year not
only sponsor the popular “Music on
the Deck” series every summer, but
they also support the children’s and
teen programs that make our library
the exciting, fun place families love to
visit. There is no fee to join and for just
a few hours of your time each year, you
could play a role to insure your local
library continues to offer cultural and
literary events right here in Thurmont.
Share your email with us in March to
be included in news about the Friends
this year.
Check your attic and basement
now for the Friends’ popular “What’s
It Worth” event in March. Local
antique appraiser, Sam Dressler, can
tell you background details about your
treasurer, as well as the potential worth
in the market today. Save the date to
bring your items (limit four) to the
library anytime between 10:00 a.m.
and 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, March 29.
Items will be appraised for only $5.00

each, and all proceeds support the
Friends and your public library.
Must-See Exhibits
This year, we plan to rotate local
photographer’s work for your viewing
pleasure. In March, be sure to visit
William (Bill) Riffle’s photography
exhibit of local rural scenes and
landscapes. A longtime resident of
Thurmont, former president of the
Thurmont Library Board, and winner
of numerous ribbons for his photos
at the Community Show, Mr. Riffle’s
appreciation for local country scenes
are something you don’t want to miss.
Also in March, our Teen Library
Associate, Clare Bush, is showcasing
local teen talent in the library’s
annual Youth Art Month Exhibit. In
the Delaplaine Satellite Gallery, we
welcome Brenda Duke Murphy, a
children’s book illustrator. Her exhibit,
“Nature Spirits,” features various
illustrations inspired by the Sprites,
Spirits, & Souls of Nature.
Islam: Art and Architecture
A special art lecture is coming up in
our Community Room on Thursday,
April 3, 2014, at 6:30 p.m. The
public is invited to join Sue Cardella,
retired Art History Adjunct Professor,
Frederick Community College,
for a look at the exquisite art and
architecture of the Islamic world. This
series has been made possible through
a grant from the National Endowment
for the Humanities in cooperation with
the American Library Association.
Our library system is one of just
125 libraries and state humanities
councils across the country selected
to participate in the project and one
of the programs. Please join us. No
registration necessary.
Summer Activity Fair
It’s not too early to reserve your table
at the library’s Summer Activity Fair
on May 1, 2014. Please call or email
Erin Dingle (contact info above). This
a special opportunity for you to talk
directly to parents and their kids about
special summer activities just for kids.
If you are hosting a summer class or
camp for art, music, sports, science,
reading, or plain old fashioned summer
fun, just let me know.
Project Runway comes to Thurmont
Hey Teens/Tweens! This unique
opportunity is for those who enjoy
fashion and design. Sign up for a
special two-session Runway chance
to showcase creativity working with a
partner. Dates and times are: Session
1, Orientation, April 3, 2014, 4:00
p.m.; Session 2, Modeling and Judging,
April 26, 2014, 2:00 p.m.
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february
27	�����Elias Lutheran Church Yard Sale, 100 North
Ave., Emmitsburg. 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
28	�����DJ Jake will be playing all your favorites,
Thurmont American Legion, Thurmont.
301-271-4411.
28	�����St. John’s Christian Preschool Open
House, 15 North Church St., Thurmont.
Information session 9:00 a.m.; Tour 9:30
a.m. 301-271-4109.
28	���Elias Lutheran Church Yard Sale, 100 North
Ave., Emmitsburg. 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

march
1	�������Elias Lutheran Church Yard Sale, 100 North
Ave., Emmitsburg. 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
1	�������Annual Spring Roast Beef, Turkey and Ham
Supper and Bazaar, Elias Lutheran Church,
100 W. North Ave., Emmitsburg. 12:00-5:00
p.m. $11/Adults; $4/Children 6-12. $12/
Carryout. 301-447-6239.
1	����� Mother Seton School Mardi Gras,
Carriage House Inn, Emmitsburg.
6:00-10:00 p.m. Cajun menu, cash bar,
auction, dancing. $60/person; $450/
table 8. Sponsorship opportunities
available for individuals/businesses. 301447-3161; www.mothersetonschool.org.
1	������ Celtic Spring Fling w/ Live Music by
Cormorant’s Fancy, St. Joseph’s Church
Parish Center, N. Seton Ave., Emmitsburg.
5:45-9:00 p.m. Pig Roast dinner, auction,
desserts, door prizes, dancing. $35/
person (pre-paid admission only). Benefits
Emmitsburg Osteopathic Primary Care
Center. Bill O’Toole 301-447-2690;
otoole@msmary.edu.
1	������Soup & Sandwich Sale, St. Johns Lutheran
Church, Creagerstown, MD. Chicken
noodle, Turkey corn, Vegetable, & Bean.
$5/quart. 12” subs $5/ea. Pretzel Bread
Sandwich $4. Orders must be in by March
19. Pick-up: March 27. Glenna Willhide
301-271-7851.
1	������ FCPS All-County Student Art Exhibit,
Delaplaine Visual Arts Education Center, 40
S. Carroll St., Frederick, MD. Free to public.
3:00-5:00 p.m. (show continues throughout
March at normal business hours). 301-6980656; www.delaplaine.org.
1	������ Weekly Money Bingo, Rocky Ridge Vol.
Fire Co., Activity Bldg., Rocky Ridge, MD.
Doors open 4:30 p.m.; Games 7:00 p.m.
rrvfc@rockyridgevfc.com.
2	������ The Pete Seeger Tribute Sing-a-long,
Harriet Chapel, Thurmont. 5:00-7:00 p.m.
$10.00 suggested donation. Event benefits
Thurmont Ministerium Emergency Utility
Fund. Norman Gibat 301-471-6416; Rick
Hill 301-788-0014.
3	������ “Served with Grace” Free Community
Meal (first Monday each month),
Graceham Moravian Church, 8231 A
Rocky Ridge Rd., Thurmont. 5:30-7:00
p.m. All welcome.
3	������ Community Clothes Closet, Thurmont
United Methodist Church, Long Rd.,
Thurmont. 6:00-7:30 p.m. Serves anyone in
need. 301-271-4511.
3	����� Cash Bingo, Woodsboro Volunteer Fire
Company, 10307 Coppermine Rd.,
Woodsboro, MD. Doors open 5:00
p.m., Games begin 7:00 p.m. Must be
16 years or older.
4	����� Harriet Chapel’s Annual Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Supper, 12625 Catoctin
Furnace Rd., Thurmont. 5:00-7:00 p.m.
$6/Adults; $3/Children; Free/Children 4
or under. Proceeds support the ministries
of the church.
4	������Daytime Grief Support Group, Hospice of
Frederick County’s Bereavement Program,
516 Trail Ave., Suite A, Frederick, MD.
2:00-3:30 p.m. No-cost. 240-566-3030;
lkinna@fmh.org; dwatterson@fmh.org.
4	������ Pancake Dinner, HeartFields Assisted
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community calendar
Living, 1820 Latham Dr., Frederick, MD.
Support Alzheimer’s Association. 5:00 p.m.
$5. (RSVP 301-663-8800 by Feb. 28).
4	������Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper Tuesday,
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish Center,
Thurmont. 5:00-8:00 p.m. $7/Adults; $3/
Ages 4-10; Free/Ages 3 & under. Buffet
Style–All You Can Eat.
4	������Take-a-Tour Tuesday, Mother Seton
School, 100 Creamery Rd., Emmitsburg.
10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m./ 7:00-8:00 p.m. 301447-3161; www.mothersetonschool.org.
4	����� An All-You-Can-Eat Pancake Supper,
hosted by Trouts Towne Restaurant,
200 North 2nd St., Woodsboro, MD.
4:00-7:00 p.m. $8/person & nonperishable food item. Food items benefit
Walkersville Food Bank. All proceeds
benefit the 1Lt Rob Seidel Wounded
Soldiers. 301-898-5686.
5	������Grief Education/Support Group (3
months or less after the death), Hospice
of Frederick County, Ste A, 516 Trail Ave.,
Frederick, MD. 4-weeks. 6:00-7:30 p.m.
240-566-3030. Register by Feb. 28. No
charge. www.hospiceoffrederick.org.
5	������The Northwestern Frederick County Civic
Association Meeting, Sabillasville Elementary
School, Sabillasville, MD. 6:30 p.m.
8	������Weekly Money Bingo, Rocky Ridge Vol.
Fire Co., Activity Bldg., Rocky Ridge,
MD. Doors open 4:30 p.m.; Games 7:00
p.m. rrvfc@rockyridgevfc.com.
8	������ACS Relay for Life Benefit Dance,
Thurmont American Legion, 8 Park Ln.,
Thurmont. 8:00 p.m.-midnight. Doors
open 7:00. Featuring StickTime. $15/
person (must be 21 years of age). Lisa
240-315-533; Lynn 301-447-3060.
8	������Tom’s Creek United Methodist Church
Buffet Breakfast & Pork Sale, Tom’s
Creek Rd. (off Rt. 140). 6:00-10:00
a.m. $8/Adults; $4/ages 5-10; Free/ages
under 5. Bake Table. Orders for Sausage/
Scrapple/Pork Chops. Orders no later
than March 2. 443-605-2995; 301-4472403; 443-605-2675.
8	������Oyster, Turkey and Country Ham Dinner
(buffet style), Lewistown Fire Hall, 11101
Hessong Bridge Rd., Thurmont. 12:005:00 p.m. $16/Adults; $7/Children 6-12.
$17/Carryouts. 301-898-9988.
8	������Indoor Yard Sale with Bake Table, St.
John’s United Church of Christ, 8 North
2nd St., Woodsboro, MD. 8:00 a.m.-1:00
p.m. (Snow date: March 15). Parking in
front or rear of church.
8	�������Frederick County Genealogy Society
Meeting, multipurpose room of Homewood
at Crumland Farms, 4707 Willow Rd.,
Frederick, MD. 1:00-3:00 p.m. Guests
welcome. Guest speaker, Eileen Souza.
9	������All-You-Can-Eat Country Breakfast, Our
Lady of Mount Carmel Parish Center,
Thurmont. 8:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. $7/Adults;
$3/Ages 4-10; Free/Ages 3 & under.
10	����Evening Grief Support Group, Hospice of
Frederick County’s Bereavement Program,
516 Trail Ave., Suite A, Frederick, MD.
5:00-6:30 p.m. No-cost. 240-566-3030;
lkinna@fmh.org; dwatterson@fmh.org.
10-13.......Science Fair, Mother Seton School, 100
Creamery Rd., Emmitsburg. Public invited.
301-447-3161; www.mothersetonschool.org.
12	����Elias Lutheran Church, 100 W. North Ave.,
Emmitsburg. 7:00 p.m. A Contemporary
Worship Service + Fellowship, Barbara
Anderson will facilitate a conversation on
“Sin and Reconciliation.”
14	���� All You Can Eat Fish Bake Fridays, Our
Lady of Mount Carmel Parish Center,
Thurmont. 5:00-7:30 p.m. $10/Adults; $5/
Ages 4-12; Free/Ages 3 & under. Sponsored
by Father Shaum Knights of Columbus
Council 11975.

14	����Coffee House at Elias Lutheran Church,
100 W. North Ave., Emmitsburg. Featuring
REFUGE and Silver Lining Band. 7:00
p.m. A ministry for teens and adults. Free.
301-447-6239 eliasluth@gmail.com.
14,15....... Seton Center Thrift Shop $5 Bag
Sale, 16840 S. Seton Ave., Emmitsburg.
March 14—10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.;
March 15—10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. Bags
provided. Infant strollers/baby buggies
prohibited due to limited space. 301-4476102; setoncenterinc@doc.org; www.
setoncenterinc.org.
15	�����Last Chance Bonanza, Fort Ritchie
Community Center, Cascade, MD. Doors
open 5:30 p.m. Dinner, dancing, silent auction.
$35/couple. Proceeds benefit life-changing
programs at the Community Center. www.
thefrcc.org or call 301-241-5085.
15	����6th Mountaintop Community Spring Fair,
Blue Ridge Fire Hall, Blue Ridge Summit,
PA. 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. Singer/song writer
Rich Fehle. Collectibles Road Show ($5
per item) 11:00 a.m. Vendor spaces $10/8’
x 10’ (includes 8’ table). Proceeds benefit
Amanda Bowders Community Memorial
Garden. Lynn or Duke Martin 717-6425645.
15	����Weekly Money Bingo, Rocky Ridge Vol.
Fire Co., Activity Bldg., Rocky Ridge, MD.
Doors open 4:30 p.m.; Games 7:00 p.m.
rrvfc@rockyridgevfc.com.
15	����Old Fashion Pig Roast, hosted by Sons of
the American Legion Post 121, Emmitsburg
Ambulance building, Emmitsburg. 4:007:00 p.m. Doors open 3:00 p.m. $25/
Couple; $15/Children 12 and over; Free/
Children under 12. Benefits those in the
community who are in need.
16	����“Daystar” for a Gospel Concert, Deerfield
U.M. Church, 16405 Foxville Deerfield
Rd., Savillasville, MD. 10:15 a.m.
Everyone welcome. 301-241-3158.
17	����2014 Celtic Concert, Marion Burk Knott
Auditorium, Mount St. Mary’s University,
Emmitsburg. Featuring band, Lúnasa.
Seating begins 6:30 p.m. Free Admission.
Tickets required; pick up at Emmitsburg or
Thurmont Libraries beginning March 1.
18	����Daytime Grief Support Group, Hospice of
Frederick County’s Bereavement Program
on-going self-help group, 516 Trail Ave.,
Suite A, Frederick, MD. 2:00-3:30 p.m.
No-cost program. 240-566-3030; lkinna@
fmh.org; dwatterson@fmh.org.
18	�����Community Clothes Closet, Thurmont
United Methodist Church, Long Rd.,
Thurmont. 10:00-11:30 a.m. Serves anyone
in need. Donations of clothing, etc. welcome
(drop box outside bldg.). 301-271-4511.
18	����Take-a-Tour Tuesday, Mother Seton
School, 100 Creamery Rd., Emmitsburg.
10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m./ 7:00-8:00 p.m. 301447-3161; www.mothersetonschool.org.
19	���� Trinity United Methodist Church,
Emmitsburg. 7:00 p.m. A Traditional
Worship Service + Fellowship, Rev. Katie
Penick preaching on “Service.”
19	����Pot Pie Dinner, Lewistown United
Methodist Church, 11032 Hessong Bridge
Rd., Lewistown, MD. Slippery Pot pie
w/chicken and ham, green beans, cole
slaw, applesauce, drinks and dessert. $11/
Adults; $6/Children 6-12; $12/Carryout.
301-898-7888.
21	����All You Can Eat Fish Bake Fridays, Our
Lady of Mount Carmel Parish Center,
Thurmont. 5:00-7:30 p.m. $10/Adults; $5/
Ages 4-12; Free/Ages 3 & under. Sponsored
by Father Shaum Knights of Columbus
Council 11975.
22	����Catfish and Chicken Fry, Sons of AMVETS
Squadron 7, Thurmont. 4:00-7:00 p.m.
Doors open 3:00 p.m. $15/person.
22	����Weekly Money Bingo, Rocky Ridge Vol.
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Fire Co., Activity Bldg., Rocky Ridge, MD.
Doors open 4:30 p.m.; Games 7:00 p.m.
rrvfc@rockyridgevfc.com.
22	����5th Annual Spring Bazaar, Fort Ritchie
Community Center, Cascade, MD. Prizes,
kids activities, great food. Vendors still
welcome, may set up day before the show.
9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 301-241-5085.
22-23....... Indoor/Outdoor Yard Sale, Graceham
Volunteer Fire Co., 14026 Graceham Rd.,
Thurmont. 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
24	����Evening Grief Support Group, Hospice of
Frederick County’s Bereavement Program,
516 Trail Ave., Suite A, Frederick, MD.
5:00-6:30 p.m. No-cost. 240-566-3030;
lkinna@fmh.org; dwatterson@fmh.org.
25	����Take-a-Tour Tuesday, Mother Seton
School, 100 Creamery Rd., Emmitsburg.
10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m./ 7:00-8:00 p.m. 301447-3161; www.mothersetonschool.org.
26	���Emmitsburg
Presybyterian
Church,
Emmitsburg. 7:00 p.m. A Traditional
Worship Service + Fellowship, Rev.
Timothy Kromer preaching on “Sacrifice.”
27	����Natural Ways to Boost Your Energy,
Hospice of Frederick County, Ste C, 516
Trail Ave., Frederick, MD. No charge.
3:00-4:00 p.m. 240-566-3038; www.
hospiceoffrederick.org.
27	����Hospice 101 Class, Hospice of Frederick
County, Ste C, 516 Trail Ave., Frederick,
MD. 9:00-10:00 a.m. 240-566-3030.
Registration required by March 20. No
charge. www.hospiceoffrederick.org.
28,29	�SMR 44th Annual Antique Auto Swap
Meet, Carroll County AG Center, 706
Agriculture Center Dr., Westminster, MD.
Free Admission. 8:00 a.m. Robert Clubb
301-829-2000; smraaca@aol.com.
28	��� All You Can Eat Fish Bake Fridays, Our
Lady of Mount Carmel Parish Center,
Thurmont. 5:00-7:30 p.m. $10/Adults;
$5/Ages 4-12; Free/Ages 3 & under.
Sponsored by Father Shaum Knights of
Columbus Council 11975.
28	��� Turkey & Oyster Supper, Graceham
Moravian Church, 8231A Rocky Ridge
Rd., Thurmont. 3:00-7:00 p.m. $16/
Adults; $8/Children 5-10; Free/Children
under 5. 301-271-2379.
29	��� Turkey & Oyster Supper, Graceham
Moravian Church, 8231A Rocky Ridge
Rd., Thurmont. 1:00-6:00 p.m. $16/
Adults; $8/Children 5-10; Free/Children
under 5. 301-271-2379.
29	��� Weekly Money Bingo, Rocky Ridge Vol.
Fire Co., Activity Bldg., Rocky Ridge,
MD. Doors open 4:30 p.m.; Games 7:00
p.m. rrvfc@rockyridgevfc.com.
29	��� Feast at the Furnace Open Hearth Cooking
Workshop, 12607 Catoctin Furnace Rd.,
Thurmont. 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. Limited
to 20 participants. $25. 410-243-2626 or
www.catoctinfurnace.org.
29	����Vera Bradley and Coach Bingo, Mother
Seton School, 100 Creamery Rd.,
Emmitsburg. Doors open 5:30 p.m.;
Games 7:00 p.m. $20/20 games in advance;
$25/at Door. Lena 301-717-8860; 301447-3161; www.mothersetonschool.org.
29	����Easter Bazaar, Woodsboro Fire Co.
Activities Bldg., 10307 Coppermine Rd.,
Woodsboro, MD. 8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Crafts, homemade goodies, slippery pot
pie, & more. Benefits Ladies Auxiliary.
Rent table: Mary 301-401-2824.

april
1	�������RSVPs due for Dinner & Dance (April
12), Benefit Disabled American Veterans
Chapter #5, Guardian Hose, E. Main St.,
Thurmont. Dinner 6:00 p.m.; Dance 8:00
p.m.-midnight. Jim Eyler & The Country
Ramblers. $25/person, no alcohol. 301-2714002, 443-686-1817.
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